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HUNGARY 


MUNGARLAN REACTION TO POLISH EVENTS SURVEYED 
Parie MAGYAR FUZETEK in Hungarian No 7, 1980 pp 89-125 


[Text] The interviews which follow below were prepared in Budapest, at the ini- 
tiative of Miklo» Haraseti. “I am publishing the interviews,” Haraseti wrote in 
an accompanying letter to MAGYAR FUZETEK, “so that there should be som sign 

that Hungary too is alive at this time.” The conversations provide various opin- 
ions but they cannot be called representative--in the political or sociological 
sense of the word. 


Pal Juhasz is an economic sociologist; he studies the structure of village society 
and the agricultural management system. Pal Szalai is the author of literary 
criticiem and philosophical history works; in April 1980 he was discharged from 
his iibrary position because of his protest against the Prague trial. There is 

ho need to introduce to our readers Andras Hegedus--nor Gyorgy Bence or Janos Kis, 
the two Budapest editors of the second issue in our series. The reader can learn 
more about Dr Tibor Pakh in the introduction to his text. Those who are unnamed 
are, naturally, unnamed at their own request. 


Pal Juhasz, Agricultural Sociologist 


[Question] You are frequently among agricultural leaders. Have you heard opin- 
ions from them about the changes in Poland? 


[Answer] Opinions? Rather anxious observations: Can anything come of all this? 
Things like this: It may be that the Poles are doing something, but it will not 
be allowed anyway. Or vice versa: I wonder if they haven't go’ten things so 
mixed up that they won't be able to get out of it. 


The agricultural experts feel that they know the agricultural problem best and 
they feel that it cannot be solved. Some of them feel that development is impos- 
sible without collectivization but most of them think that the capital necessary 
for development cannot be obtained, or introduced into agriculture, under the 
given social conditions. 


Of course, they know that collectivization is not the best developmental path for 
agriculture. But even when they are realistic about the Poles they do not really 
have good will toward them. They do not feel solidarity in this; rather they 
seem to be envious if another succeeded in finding a better path than they had. 




















Simple people are simply pessimiets: ‘They are trying something there too, but 
simple people just cannot make history.” But probably they have more empathy for 
the Poles, 


[Question] So the experta consider Poland hopeless. What feeds this disdain? 


[Answee) There are not only presumed professional reasons for this. A role is 
also played by the felt political superiority of Kadariem. Actually they consid- 
er the Polish official apparatus to be etupid, that is, not understanding things. 


[Question] How do they relate to the political innovations, free trade unions, 
censorship reform or the independent organizing of the peasants, which occurred 
even earlier? 


[Anewer] They have not even heard of the latter and they are very skeptical 
about the rest. “Either the new organizations will go beyond some limit, and 
then they will be swept away, or they will not do so, and then they will be of 
ho significence.” They consider the concessions to be maneuvers. 1 must add 
that part of thie is that if they were in the government's place they would per- 
mit them only as maneuvers. 


[Question] Can one conclude from all this how people would behave in a similar 
Situation here at home’ 


{[Anewer| Not entirely. It is true that they identify with the system, even if 
they do have disagreement with it. It is aleo true that they consider dependence 
on the Soviet Union natural and irrevocable. And it is also true that they are 
on a war footing with the non-official and non-intellectual strata, for the power 
Struggle is the same in agriculture, on the cooperative farms, as in the other 
areas of the economy. But they also have enough bravado and nationalism to be- 
lieve that the Hungarians are different, even from the Poles. They would not 
openly undertake to oppose their own people in advance even if they do play 
against them ot openly. 


They behave like those who are in power with a bad conscience, not like an open 
ruling class. Indeed, it is as if their bad consciences had increased in the 
second half of the 1970's, because of their own feudal organization and conduct. 
As the success of the economy also diminished in agriculture, their self-confi- 
dence also decreased. At both levels: from above they became unsure of their 
own technocratic-command large scale methods, seeing that they were not effective 
enough. While the lower leaders, the young intellectuals, were forced to re- 
evaluate their leaderchip awareness, to play more enterprising games together 
with their workers a1. peasants. 


[Question] Has the possibility arisen concretely, "What if it happened here"? 


[Anewer] No. At most, in this way: If certain reforms are not realized, if 
the game does not become more clever, then things might degenerate to the point 
where we would be in a similar situation. 














[Question] So what should a emart leader avoid? 


|Anewer}] He should avoid having the cart leave the horse, having society do some- 
thing different than the leaders are doing. 


In a word, they are not really thinking through the Polish events, not taking then 
to heart. They talk about them but they are not really curious about them. They 
would rather not have to think about such frustrating events. 


[Question] And what do you think about the chances of Polish agriculture? 


[Answer] Opening the way for smell undertakings, for land rent and for special 
purpose associations offers a chance for growth. Reorganizing the trade sphere 
in the direction of more free play could greatly mitigate the present fragmenta- 
tion of the Polish economy. Now there is no internal market, a depression weighs 
on the economy. They must discover themselves as a market. Now an internal 
market exists only as the market of the second economy. 


My leader acquaintenances frequently react to this train of thought with dogmatic 
arguments: We did not create the communal sphere in order to give it up. The 
more experienced know that a small undertaking is not capitaliem; they argue in- 
stead that large operations are the true way in the present world. According to 
them Polish agriculture, Leading a double life and breaking into small parcels, 
cannot create sufficient concentration in the hands of individual families. 


At such times I have tried to explain that we are not talking about a final condi- 
tion but rather about 4 necessary transit‘on. Opening the way for accumulation 
and market .hinking increases the chances tor growth even if they cannot immedi- 
ately buy two tractors or develop a storage system. Those leading a double life 
can rent out their land, the peasants can become entrepreneurs on these leases, 
expanding the base of their farms. If only a small part of the western credits 
were turned to permitting the peasants to buy technology the economy would get 

new behavior and a new market which would give a boost for a few years. And these 
are the years in which one cannot count on central programs, because of the in- 
debtedness of the country. 


At such times they take me into the other room so the others cannot hear, and 

ask me how all this fits in with Leninism. They no longer think in terms of real 
political economy, they are practical in only a narrow area, they methodically 
render themselves stupid. 


What they cannot understand at al! is the demand of the Poles to democratize 
large operations, not only in agriculture of course. They say: tow can they 
be democratized if they are working badly already? According to them this can 
only lead to even worse operation. It is an article of faith for them that pro- 
fessionalism and democracy do not go together. 


[Question] What do you expect in Poland? 


[Answer] Economically I am not a pessimist, although I do not expect a reai 
qualitative improvement in the short run. And I have faith that if people can 




















enrich the institutional system, can develop institu. ms more independent of 
the authorities, thie will have a benef‘cial effect even if for the time being 
they give up a solution of the ultimate questions of national policy. This will 
improve the ability of people to taink, their ability to react, their ability to 
manage, and give a better chance to more deliberately create their own inetitu- 
tions in other historical epochs. 


1 feel it probable that there will be an integration of the new trade unions. 

Not simply because the government is engaged in tactics or because the new organi- 
zations will lose their courage but rather because so many problems have piled up 
that no single social group can undertake to solve them without appropriate rules 
of the game. 


{Question} Could a similar change take place in Hungary also? 


[Answer] Wot now. In the short term we cannot count on an enrichment of the in- 
stitutional system which would follow from the desire to have the workers and 
peasants regularly express their own special political and economic interests. 


Hungarian society, to give it credit, is not so caste ridden as the Polish; the 
various strata do not talk past one another so much. “ut at the same time this 
prevents the strata from creating separate institutions for themselves. For ex- 
ample, the Hungarian worker aristocracy feels less than the Poles that it must do 
something different than the factory official stratum. And the Hungarian offi- 
cials--after the experiences of 1956 and the economic reform--are less protected 
in their thinking as opposed to the fashionable economic slogans of the higher 
leadership. They have been bought over by the fact that there was a time when 
certain values could be questioned and that this questioning is not entirely 
unacceptable even today. 


But much will heve to be painted over if for 2-3 years we have an economic year 

as bad as this allegedly good year. Our economy is a good bit more fragile than 
we think and the leading stratum, in the self-satisfaction of their bad conscience, 
puts off from year to year the development of structures which would be more flex- 
ible and capable of reacting. 


Speaking frankly, I myself miscalculated in connection with the Polish events. 

I traveled auch in Poland in the 1960's and I did not believe in the possibility 
of such a swift political maturation. I had pleasant contacts, of course, but on 
the whole I did not believe that this intelligentsia, hating Germans, Russians 
and Slovaks, baiting the Jews and accepting coffee house demagogy as ready cash, 
would have been capable of such agreement, extending even to details, which goes 
beyond the always false community of rallies and banners. * was pleasantly sur- 
prised, because what is in the foreground is not resounding slogans but rather 
the agreement of the intellectuals and workers, extending even to everyday things. 
I believe that all this could not have come to pass without the outbreaks of the 
workers and the lasting work of the opposition. 


A 25-Year-Old Primary School Teacher in a Small Trans-Danubian City 


{Question} I know that you have been to Poland many times and have even studied 
Polish. What aroused your interest in the Poles? 














[Anewer}] It may have been the historical tradition of Polish=Hungarian friendship 
Which directed my attention to them. The common kingdom, ete. You know that 

1 am very interested in history. And I am religious too and the religious feel- 
ing of the Poles=-as everyone knows--is very deep and atrong. 


[Question] Have you been watching the August evente? 


[Answer] Of course, and not only what happened in August. Actually I have been 
watching every movement since I was in secondary school. 


[Question] Then obviously you understood from the very beginning that the strike 
would make political demands. What did you expect then, did you think it possible 
that these things would happen’ 


{|Anewer] In the first place I expected that something wouid happen in Poland be- 

cause conditions were what they were. But I expected that the larger part of the 

demands would be economic. And I did not expect that the public protest would be 

sO great, so | thought the situation was less extreme. I expected the workers 

to take a good bit less of a stand for their rights. I was only happy that it did 
hot turn out as 1 expected. It shows the maturity of the Polish workers that the 

political demands dominated. 


What faith did I have in success? i must admit that I had strong doubts--in con- 
nection with whether the power would intervene. Later, however, it became in- 
creasingly clear that they would not intervene, for various political reasons. 

I came to the conclusion that intervention would be virtual suicide for the Soviet 
Union. 


But even then I did not expect such success, I counted on results a good bit more 
modest; so there may have been problems a good bit more serious than i imagined, 
for the regime to have become so concilia: The other side is that I thought 
they would be satisfied with a good bit le: But the latest events--the 1 hour 
warning strike--show that they are strong and dare to undertake what hides in 
what has been achieved, dare to take risks to get even more. In my opinion this 
is only gratifying. According to some opinions they are going too far and so 
will provoke a new Czechoslovakia. I do not share this opinion and I would 
hazard that Poland will never be a Czechoslovakia. This is the largest people 

in eastern Europe with a powerful religious guiding force end, what cannot be 
ignored, a Polish Pope and with the uniting of the worker class, something cer- 
tainly caused by the social problems. The worker class is united not only in 
this but also in opposing, almost as a whole, the Soviet Union, and a good part 
of the worker class opposes the official ideology too. So we have a people deter- 
mined for anything, which has proven many times already that they are capable of 
heroism--I mention only the most recent examples, World War Il, cavalry attacks 
against tanks, the Warsaw Uprising--a people united and strong, so any Soviet 
intervention would be very risky, and they must know that too. 


[Question] You are well acquainted with Polish conditions, you know many reli- 
gious people. So let me ask you, something the western press has written so much 
atout, the masses in the factory courtyards, everybody participating--how much 
of this was sincere religious feeling, at least to the extent that these people 














go to masse regularly under different circumstances, and to what extent was it a 
political demonstration? 


[Anawer) Look, this is mixed. For example, | am religious, but at the same time 
1 do not condemn a demonstration which takes a religious form. Certainly every- 
one went sincerely and with sincere faith to the Gdansk masses, but I would hazard 
that at the same time everyone knew that he was going not only to a mass but also 
to a demonstration. 


[Question] Here in Hungary, what lessons are there from what has happened in 
Poland? 


[Answer] Well, even at the level of a joke we have reached the point where they 
are sending people to the free trade union. A worker goes to his boss--I have 
heard of such a case--and says, "This is too little money, this is not how long I 
worked.” And the boss answers, "Well, my friend, if we had a free trade union 
you could go there and make a claim." 


Especially among workers | hrv.e frequently met with the opinion that, wonder take 
me, it was the Poles--something would be good here too. But here ideological and 
political things are very much in the background as compared to economic things 
(among the workers). In Hungary there is hardly a worker who would risk his 
4,000-5,000 forint pay with even a sentence voiced at a conference. There is 
something in what Konrai says, that at present only the “partisans of the type- 
writer” rattle--their ideas. 


[Question] I would like you to teil me in more detail what opinions and observa- 
tions you have heard in connection with the Polish events. 


[Answer] Among young people, only positive opinions. (Of course, to do something, 
that is something else). But among older people it is often said that something 
stinks here, that they have fulfilled suspiciously many demands suspiciously quick- 
' ,. So the intimidated 50 year olds have reservations, they very much expect a 

yunter-action. But at the same time the thing itself pleases them too; many have 
said in my presence that they would be happier if they did not have a bad premoni- 
tion. 


[Question] You have not met with those who do not like it? 


[Answer] There have been such opinions but these were--how shall I put it--more 
primitive opinions, that now they will take the meat away from us.... Uninformed, 
uneducated people. 


[Question] Have you talked about this theme with the priests? 


[Answer] Not especially, but the theme has come up in several conversations. 
They said only good things. Like the official church opinion, that they are 
against all violence but the workers are demanding the right to protect them- 
selves. The church has made its own the principle of honest pay for honest work; 
indeed, it is my opinion that the Christian utopians formulated it first and so 
it got into the encyclicals, all the way to the social encyclicals. 




















The other thing is the position taken by the church just recently. Even today 

I do not understand this. The explanation probably is that there have been inten- 
sive talks between the supreme leadership of the church and the government behind 

the scenes. It is probable that the church will submit a bill, get something for 

having the Primete urge moderation; indeed, repayment may have begun already. 

But T have no precise information, 


Well, we will see. In any case, thus far the Polish church has only won in the 
strikes. Radio and television are providing religious houre without the peace 
priest chatter. 


[Question] Is there anything else you would like to say? 


[Answer] 1 do not know how the situation of the Polish universities will develop 
after the summer strikes. I was in Krakow immediately after the po! e beat a 
student to death--his funeral was a real mass demonstration. And th Polish stu- 
de-ts have always participated in such movements. hot even to speak of the fact 
that one of the demands of the strikers was that they had to take back the stu- 
dents expelled from the university for political reasons. And they did it! So 
this semester quite a group of students will go back who are politically commit- 
ted in advance; the prestige of these is now growing, and obviously they will 
have a leading role. 


In recent years there has been increasing emphasis on the formation of student 
federations opposed to the present united youth organization--similar to the KISZ. 
This was not permitted last year or the year before. But it is probable that now 
a powerful action will bring permission. And I have faith in the Polish univer- 
sity students, that they will exploit the favorable moment. 


A 54-Year-Old Metal Worker 
[Question] What sort of opinions have you heard about the Polish events? 


[Answer] One of my relatives was of the opinion that these Poles do not work 
and that is why they are so poor. I am of a different opinion. I have been to 
Poland twice. They like to work but it may be there as it is here, that a very 
simple person cannot get ahead. And it may be there that if, let us say, | ama 
party member there is no need to work, whatever stupidity one snplutters out one 
gets the money. It may be that way there too. This may be the carcer of this 
socialism. 


[Question] Can the free trade unions survive? 


[Answer] Now it will be 20 years at least--in my opinion--before they dare 
tighten up on the people. Because the Poles are a dogged people, one cannot 
speak disdainfully with them. Of course, a thief is a thief there too. 


If these people have backbone and are not two-faced then these agreements have 
to be held to. There may be something wrong with management there because the 
Poles could live well on coal, wheat, corn and potatoes. But they too belong 














to the great community and in every case the mother country casts the vote. Ever, - 
one manages for himself but the guiding principles, how .o do it, are given "at 
home," 


[Question] Could there be free trade unions in Hungary too? 


[Answer] Things are watched much more vigilantly here than there, they could op- 
press such a center more quickly here. There was a 3-day what-d'ye-call-it in 
Csepel and even Kadar went out. 


Maybe there is more freedom there, maybe tney don't have so many police and sol- 
diers, maybe the sons and fat'\ers are not opposed so much. 


I also thought about when this Pope was there at home.... They have not yet suc- 
ceeded in wiping religion out of the Polish people as they have elsewhere. They 
still have nuns and such as before. And it may be that this had a part in what 
happened. 


\. 40-Year-Old Metal Worker 
[Question] Were you surprised at the strikes and polit cal demands? 


[Answer] I wasn't surprised. Anyway, I do not deal with politics. The poverty 
is great enough there. The constant price increases. Their pay was not in synch 
with the prices. Now I[ do not think that anything more serious will come of it, 
because these things have been prepared. Either they yield now or there may be 
more serious events very quickly. Both sides wiil yield. Maybe the new leaders 
will think more normally, the workers will work. The newspaper says that the 
trade union is pestering for something, doing something. Because it is doing no 
more than collecting the stamps. 


[Question] Where do you get your information? 


[Answer] First of all from Free Europe and Free Europe has praised the Hungarian 
papers for publishing first. Although even they were late. And I do not believe 
them entirely. 


[Question] What is vour opinion about the independent trade unions? 


[Answer] If it was like they wrote it was OK. It will be good for the state, 
the government and the workers. And so it will be better for the state. 


[Question}; Can the deal be overturned? 


[Answer] The whole world knows about it now, they can't keep it secret. Now it 
is a question of honor, until something breaks down. If no one violates it. And 
if anyone violates it only the workers lose because they cannot do anything Like 
this soon again. Because now they are prepared. For example, a factory has 
5,000 workers and of these 500 are party members. This is 10 percent. They can 
get weapons any time, the others can't. So this is what is prepared. The Poles 
can't do this again, it would be ridiculous. 

















So how will they comply with it? What IL mean by honor is, for example, you and 
me are fighting and we take hold of one another with equal strength and | hit 

you in the ear so you will let go. And when you let go I knock you down.  iney 
will do this neatly and slowly so you don't notice it. They do everything neatly 
and slowly. 


[Question] Will the Polish events have an effect in Hungary? 


[Answer] We are at least as poor as they are. I do not believe there can be any 
big effect. Maybe we will have to put up some of the couple billion they wasted 
there. This is what it is to be a modern beggar. Not just the Hungarians of 
course, but the socialist states. In my opinion there will be no other effect. 
At most we will have to work communist shifts. 


\ 25Year-Old Instrument Maker, Party Member 
[Question] Have you heard about the political demands of the strikers? 


[Answer] I first heard about what happened on TV and «: firs: I didn't believe 
it. There was a communique, I don't know who sent an veal to the Gdansk work- 
ers, that they would gain nothing if they didn't go ba ork. Then there was 
talk--inside--about what happened «ith the Poles. My colleagues said they heard 
it on Free Europe. What they said could be believed, exaggerated a bit as we 
exaggerate things. Free Europe spoke of political events while the Hungarian 
media said the strike was not political. But in such a nationwide commotion there 
had to be those who wanted political things and those who did not want to change 
the system. 


[Question] What is your opinion about the free trade unions’ 


[Answer] I was shocked at the strike itself. I had doubts about it because there 
has never been such a thing. I am strong for the workers’ party. For the work- 
ers to demand a free trade union is a gigantic thing. Because here the trade 
union does not function as it should. Let us take a boss, for example. He is on 
the trade union committee. He defends the interests of the factory and cannot 
provide trade union interest protection in one person. Actually the trade union 
is the interest protection organization of the workers. This is what it should 
be. Maybe this is why they have trade unions in the west. And as for me, why 

do I pay my dues? Not to provide work clothes and wash basins in the shop. |! 
get these even if [| am not a member. The trade union is in one hand, this is 
what matters. They wanted to put an end to this in Poland, this is what they de- 
manded and it is a great thing. And in Poland there are shops for various state 
leaders and uniformed personnel--we have them here too (for soldiers, police and 
such). Security people. They wanted a trade union outside the factory and they 
got it, if L am informed correctly. There was a debate about this for a long 
time but it was formed; that's 100 percent. Inside they said that the guy who 
made the strike in Gdansk was a father with several children and he was in some 
trouble around 1970. In a word, he was the chief organizer and he became their 


chief. 


[Question] In your opinion what will happen in Poland? 

















|Anewer) | believe=-of course, | am not experienced in politics or economice=- 
but in my opinion everything will stay the same, The state leadership will not 
permit it; it was in vain te change them, After a while things will be done 
superficially and everything will remain the same, Indeed, I have a feeling that 
as tempers cool these strike organizers will disappear. When the situation te 
tranquil they will be brought to account, Their colleagues will not know where 
they are, That's how I see it. People disappear, Vor example, they will be 
drafted and disappear. tit is not difficult to mike one or even more people dis- 


appear, 
[Question] Will all thie have an effect here at home? 


|Anewer) In my opinion there was an effect in connection with the price increases 
here in September, Of course I can't prove it. but there were vague rumors that 
there would be price increases. Then came the news that there would be no price 
increases here, In my opinion this was because they were afraid of some commotion 
here too, The question concerns the leadership too because they are concerned 
that there could be some effect here. Coneretely, of course, I cannot say what 
sort of effect it was. 


[Question] Might the workers strike here too? 


|Answer] I understand and approve of thie movement. The vague rumor is that 
there was some sort of commotion in Csepel too. Maybe I am prejudiced in favor of 
the workers; the workers do not do anything without reason. It takes great bit- 
ternesse=-1 do not say abject poverty--but great bitterness for a strike to break 
out. 


Dr Tibor Pakh, Jurist 


His name became known throughout Europe in the spring of 1980 when--as the only 
Hungarian participant-<he joined in Poland the solidarity hunger strike for the 
re'ease of the workers of the independent publisher NOWA. This was not the first 
time Pakh had turned to this powerful form of protest. In 1960 he was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison on the basis of charges in connection with 1956. Beginning 
in 1966, first with petitions and then with hunger strikes, he demanded treat- 
ment suiting political prisoners and an end to the abuses of the internal affairs 
organs from inside the prisons. On three occasions he was forced to submit to 
electroshock and when he continued his hunger strike even then he was stamped as 
a peychiatric case. Despiie this he was kept in prison for years longer. In 
1971 he wae placed in a civilian clored institution, from which he was released 
after a few months. 


lie received us with traditional courtesy in his sub-let room on the wall of which 
a crucifix was the only decoration. He gave his answers for transcription with 
the precision and speed of a man used to dictating for police records. 


[Question] Why did you take part in the hunger strike of the Poles? 


[Answer] For 1,000 years the development of the history of the Hungarians and 
the Poles has had a crucial influence on the fate of central and eastern Europe. 
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Saint Adaibert, of Caech birth, who baptised our King S.ephen, is our common 
guardian saint and is now buried in Gniegno, 


In hie spirit and under the protection of the Virgin Mother==I«trona Nungartae 
and Regina Poloniae=-1 wanted to participate in the protest fast of our Polish 
brothers, which they conducted in the Podkova Lesna church near Warsaw, for 10 
days. 


When I arrived I asked permission to join them and to my great pleasure they did 
permit it, They explained that the basis for their action was the International 
Union document on Civil and Political Rights, which originated in 1966 and which 
Hungary also put into law in 1976. The right of self-determination of nations 
and the freedoms of individuals, which the agreement sets forth, are the only 
basis on which the troubles and problems of our peoples and region can be re- 
solved, 


The most varied groups and strata of Polish society were represented among the 
fastere=-religious people and atheists, workers and intellectuals, young people 
and old. They regarded my participation ase a symbol of our solidarity. 1 hope 
that | succeeded in contributing to making deeper Hungarian-Polish friendship. 


Every day we took part in holy mass. The church and its environs were filled 
to overflowing. Those participating in the holy masse were completely united 
with us in spirit. One could feel the active operation of the Holy Ghost. 


[Question] What is your opinion about the changes in Poland now? 


[Answer] I am not a sociologist but I feel that what has now come into being 
among the Poles could be called a revolutionary worker class. 


Il feel that the protest fast at Podkova Leena contributed to the unfolding -f 
democracy but obviously .ts significance is dwarfed in comparison to the present 
transformation on a national scale. This is a united movement of the entire 
Polish worker class while our Little gathering can be regarded as the profound 
and united supplication of a group of heterogeneous composition. 


l very much hope that the Hungarin people recognize the significance of the 
present victories of the Polish people and will show solidarity with the Polish 
people, as could be experienced already in a number of isolated cases. This 
applies to all the peoples of central and eastern Europe. It would have fatal 
consequences for the Hungarian people if they forgot about historical continuity 
and, bowing to whatever force, should participate in any way or to any degree 

in an action directed at stifling the democratic unfolding in Poland. 


A Young Catholic Priest 


[Question] To what extent, in your opinion, are the Polish developments Chri«- 
tian occ 1rrence? 


[Anewer] The discipline, restraint and solidarity of the strikers can all be 
attributed to Catholicism. The covwrse of events cannot be separated from the 
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fact that the Polish hureh identifies itself with the Polish people, and the 
people with the church, tt is true that this has long been true and is not a 
few development, 


They say that the Polish people are so Catholic in order to thus express their 
rejection of communiem., 1 find nothing to reject in this, The task of the 
church is justice, in every area=-in the social and national area alike. 


In contrast to this the Hungarian church is reactionary. The supreme leadership 
does not represent authentic Christian ideale now=-any more than it did during 
World War Il, 


[Question] Wow has the Polish news been received in church circles? 


[Answer] The reception wae of two types, juet as the Hungarian church has two 
branches in regard to social behavior. 


The one lines up behind Primate Lekai--the greater part of the Bench of Bishops, 
faithful to the regime, and of course a good number of the lower priests and 
believers who think in the traditional manner. These leaders are fearful of 
pressure from below that might force them to take independent action in regard 

to the state, the State Church Affairs Office. On a number of occasions the 
Polish Bench of Bishops has more or less reprimanded the Hungarians, telling them 
to stand their ground with more determination. Their dislike for the turning is 
expressed in their silence. 


They are afraid of the progressive minor priests, and recently of the Vatican 
also. The Hungarian question has come to the fore there and there is now much 
correspondence with the Hungarians. They are asking questions which are at the 
same time goads for stronger action. Religious instruction is an example of 
this; in general they think that this is solved=-in reality we suffer much be- 
cause of it. The restraints--unfortunately--come rather from our leaders than 
from the State. It is apparent, concerning the policy of Cardinal Casaroli, that 
use is wot being made of the credit of the church nor of the work of evangeliza- 
tion. In an unfortunate way the interests of the power of the Hungarian [church] 
hierarchy and of the state now coincide. 


According to my estimates 80 percent of the young people and half of the older 
people belong to the other branch. But they are divided and isolated from one 
another. We have watched the Polish events with positive sentiments. We see in 
them proof that the Church can exert pressure on the State, can change the role 
it plays in society--if it gives up the ambiguous cooperation with the power, 
sharing in the power. 


The demand for Christian justice is not apolitical but rather a rejection of 
power politics, Christian support for the oppressed. 


[Question] What was your opinion about the strikes? 


[Answer] it is true that in a few places the church denies its own employees the 
right to strike. But in reality an ecumenical resolution supports the right of 
workers to strike. 




















The demand of the free trade union fille one with satisfaction in several ways. 
The new unity between intellectuals and workers is fascinating. Using the en- 

Lightenment work called samiedat the intellectuals were able to reach the work= 
ere too, There is now lively contact between social strata in Poland, 


The demand of the trade union reflects an appreciation of reality. Their eco- 
nomic demands can be realized and this is not without political consequences. 
The chureh can calidy support these organisations for they are comprehensive, 
anyone can participate in them, they are apolitical politicians, their principle 
is solidarity. 





| would have been against the strikes if they--with or without church inspiration 
=-=had tended toward the formation of a political party. The church cannot par- 
ticipate in power politics, They take this seriously in Poland from every side. 
They say: “Shout into parliament, but do not go." In sharp contrast to the Hun- 
g4rians. 


[Question] What are your expectations? 


|Anewer] Everything depends on economic progress. If they can master the eco- 
nomic catastrophe then | am an optimist. Without this there is greater danger 
of external intervention. I have faith that the new trade unions do not want to 
make direct political dewands or exercise direct political pressure. 


In the long run this behavior would be beneficial, would encourage democratiza- 
tion. IL have no fear that prosperity would corrupt the Poles, not now. Their 
historical experiences do not permit them to make false compromises. Michnik 
justly criticized the ZNAK, saying that there is a direct road from compromise 
to being compromised. 


If they master the economy then development will be a matter of a few years on 
the present foundations. 


[Question] Will there be a change in the role of the Polish Church’ 


|Anewer|] There will be no need. If there is need then, of course, it will stand 
with the movement in its own way. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the August TV speech of Wyszynski? 


[Anewer] At that point he very auch feared violent intervention by the state. 
But he was not hostile to the strikers. We was cautious, he wanted to impose 
discipline on the strikers. He trusted that the Poles would take his words not 
as a condemnatio: of the workers but rather as encouraging caution. 


[Question] Perhaps--like so many--he did not think a break-through was possible. 
Did you? 


[Anewer] Earlier, during the strikes, | was in Poland. 1 saw the great poverty 
and I was sure that Gierek must fall. 
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| heard about the trade union demands here at home; | dared not trust in their 
success. But the new adherents (Seezecein, etc.) gave me hope. Poland has 
taught all of us to have faith and courage. 


Pal Sealai, Librarian 

[Question] Do you believe in the Polish changes? 

[Anewer) Yes. These are real changes, of structural significance. 
[Question] Can they be reversed? 


[Anewer] The experiences of two eastern European tragedies show that even well 
founded changes can be reversed=--with violence. 


But perhaps--going beyond the Polish uniqueness--the international situation, the 
social-psychological adjustment of Europe after Helsinki, makes violent interven- 
tion improbable. 


[Question] Can they be integrated, will they be integrated into the system? 


[Anewer] 1 do not consider their integration desirable because this would only 
lead=-in one way or another=--to the restoration of the monolithic structure. It 
is just whether the developments can be integrated that has become the question. 
Reality has been given to the saying popular here, that the party has hegemony 
but not a monopoly. 


But integration does not seem likely. For example, it is possible to integrate-- 
or reintegrate--the Polish Peasant Party which now emphasizes an independent 
policy--for it doer so only under the pressure of events. But it is not possible 
to integrate the KOR or the ROPCIO, for example, because these are true--although 
for the time being latent--parties. The competition of parties, trade unions and 
forums cannot be integrated into the monolithic structure--and this competition 
has now begu.. Only violence can break down the independence of an organization 
winning independence and authorized on the right of its independence. 


[Question] So you are an optimist. 


[Anewer] Yes, as regards Poland. But I do not see that other eastern European 
countries are capable of reform also. 


[Question] Not even Hungary’ 


[Anewer] Some of the intellectuals may cut it but this is not coupled with worker 
ferment. And the intellectuals are not “ready” either. As a whole they took an 
extraordinarily antisocial, pseudo-democratic, pseudo-liberal position after 1956. 
For 1 or 2 years this situation has been breaking up somewhat but this ferment is 
not comprehensive and it does not extend to the worker class. 


[Question] In your opinion, how did Hungarian society react to the Polish events? 
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[Anawer] in my opinion with offensively strong apathy, Even the shifte in offi- 
(lal Statewnts showed greater sensitivity, although they were very cautious, 


[Question] Long-range effecte? 


[Anewer| As I see it they are trying to smuggle in certain elements of the eco- 
nomic reform through the back door. But it is possible that consistent reform 
will again fall as a result of conservative restatance. If there is an economic 
catastrophe then of course this would cause a political crisis. Naturally I do 
not want use to be hungry for a crisis, 


On the other hand they want to buy time with whispering propaganda, ae in previ- 
ous cases when they had to reckon with the contrast of true liberaliem. This has 
happened twice under Keadariem, since 1959, "forgetting" the years of terror, first 
in 1967-1969 in the case of Czechoslovakia. Now, in the case of Poland, it will 
be more difficult to say that they only want what we already have. In the final 
analysis Marxists initiated and led the Prague spring, and the populace accepted 
it. Despite all the differences this apparent parallel with Hungarian Liberalism 
could have a certain effect on broad strata of the intelligentsia. The whisper- 
ing propagandists of the “happiest barracks" will be in a more difficult situation 
now, 


In any case it is clear that there cannot be a further structural improvement in 
Hungary without the workers ‘joining in." What is needed is for the non-intellec- 
tuals to say: I want to vote for my own candidate. 


For the time being even the intellectuals are not at this point. They are very 
frighte ied even of that mild repression which followed the most recent solidarity 
protest, in the case of those in Prague. 


[Question] Why? 


{[Anewer] 1 do not know. They are still bound to the ideology of “it could only 
be worse,” as if presuming that Kadar, or someone else, might again do what was 
done after 1956. 


There is no basis for this fear in the present situation. An anti-intellectual, 
anti-Semitic, social demagog group could get in the saddle only if there were 

a cataclysm. Look, in Poland the corresponding group, the Mocz .r types, are 
being forced to play the reformer. Kania's people are “employing” them to inves- 
tigate corruption within the party. 


The reality is that with suitably self-aware forces and programs one could ini- 
tiate the “Polish” changes, without fear, without the danger of repression. But 
these forces are not available; instead of putting together a program they are 
afraid. 


Instead they are attributing achievements to their fear. In 1968 the Czechs did 
what many here would like to think was accomplished--create a constitutional 
state with Marxist hegemony. Now the Poles are doing what is only a myth in Hun- 
gary--making a compromise. 
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in reality what was created here after 1956 is not what we belteve. The intel- 
lectuals accepted the dictatorship and within it they are trying to enjoy cer= 
tain possibilities, but this is not a compromise, it is the shadow of compro- 
mise~-exhaustion, consolidation, “Ausgleich.” Our “Ausgleich" is far from being 
4 teal compromise. 


Coneretely: a coalition multi-party system, workers’ councils, free trade unions, 
with institutional guarantees of ideological pluraliem and, let us say, freedom 
for private peasant farming. These things, or a few of them, in a word achieve= 
mente of structural significance, are those which, like the bibo plan, would per— 
mit the creation of a citizenry, without the bourgeoisie. This would be a true 
compromise, a base for further progresse=-for defeat or victory. Now there is only 
defeat, even today, even if--for example in culture=-signicicant ground has been 
won by 4 sort of plurality, more atomized than of a group character. Our achieve- 
ments are still the concessions of the victor. 


Now the Poles have shown that one can make real achievements, achieve a real com- 
promise, without endangering the military interests of the Soviet Union, indeed, 
without even endangering the hegemony of the communist party. 


Andras Hegedus, Sociologist, Former Prime Minister 


[Question] You propose, something many dispute, a Jemocratic developmental al- 
ternative for Eastern Europe in which as a result of historic compromise a plu- 
ralistic society will develop without multi-party parliamentarism. Could such a 
development take place now in Poland and do you count on its success? 


[Answer] I do not bring up the historic compromise as some sort of political 
proposal but rather as a possible and desirable democratic developmental alterna- 
tive which would ultimately lead to a new socialist “historic bloc” (Gramsci) 
transcending the present monolithic social systems. This would be a pluralistic 
society where: 


— on the one hand, the power would tolerate the formation of autonomous social 
movements, organizations and trends which could not be integrated by it because 
it sees that an authentically socialist and dynamic society could not be formed 
without them, and where 


--on the other hand, the forces arising as a control on the power and represent- 
ing various social values and interests would not attempt either to shake the 
power by means of insurrection or, organizing themselves into political parties, 
to take over control of the state by means of parliamentary elections. They 
would be satisfied with those forms of social pressure and control which would 
develop as a result of the compromise in question, knowing that they would have 
to fight for their realization and expansion. 


This would be a society where new forms of resolving conflicts would develop and 
thus sharp social crises could be avoided. This is not a harmonic social model, 
but the latter can be imagined only in some sort of hypocritical self-deception. 
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| thank that thus far both sides in Poland have been proceeding on the path of 
such a compromise, After a few days of hesitation the government and party lead=- 
ership recognized the inter=factory strike committee as a negotiating partner and 
eventually adopted the political and economic demands of the strike movement. of 
these=--in my opinion=-the most important was authorization of the formation of 
autonomous, self-governing trade unions. Despite bureaucratic obstruction the 
development of the organisational frameworks of these is proceeding very dynam- 
ically. 


The workers made demands which move within the framework of the compromise indi- 
cated by me; they sre not directed at shaking the power but rather are aimed at 
the democratic tranaformation of it. 


The cause of d mocratic development in Poland depends on whether the two sides 
adhere to the compromise which has developed. If either side should repudiate 
it it would take upon itself a gigantic historical responsibility. In this case 
every condition would exist for a bloody civil war which would have unforesee- 
able consequences not only for Europe but for che fate of the world. 


[Question] Do you think that as a result of the differing development of the 
two countries one can avoid in Hungary such a social crisis as unfolded in Poland 
in August of this year? 


[Anewer] I might say this conditionally but not at all with certainty. How the 
future will develop depends largely on what transpires: 


~-either a reform policy which drains off social tensions and increasing tolerance 
of different opinions and various currents of independent thinking, or 


--an arrogant “hard hand policy” which increases tensions, against everyone who 
even counts on the strength of the spirit. 


A number of circumstances make it easier to "stay ahead of events" in Hungary. 

As a whole the Hungarian economy is not in such a hopeless situation as the Polish 
one. Although in the first half of the 1970's the same errors were made here as 
in Poland (raising nominal wages for political reasons, forcing investments, as- 
suming foreign credits on the basis of ill-founded economic calculations, reducing 
small commodity production and services, etc.) the Hungarian lesders reacted quick- 
ly to the feedback signals. Not least of all this is thanks to the fact that in 
the 1970's the reform economists were not forced into external or internal emigra- 
tion. Already in 1975 significant support was given to agricultural small com- 
modity production, previously forced back, and from that time increasing emphasis 
was given to the importance of the domestic realization of world market prices. 

It is also a significant difference between the two countries that the supply of 
consumer goods has developed satisfactorily here. In Poland, on the other hand, 
there have been serious difficulties for years in supplying the populace with 
basic foodstuffs. 


Naturally the price increases last year creased social tension here also. The 
domestic leadership must reckon with this. But with carefully thought out polit- 
ical and economic reforms--in my opinion--we can get through the “seven lean 
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years" of economic Life before us without any great national crisis, Thus==how- 
ever paradoxical it may appear=-the difficulties of economic life may become 
sources for the unfolding of democratic development. 


[Question] la what is happening in Poland important from the Hungarian viewpoint? 


[Answer] Because of two special circumstances we Hungarians are especially inter- 
ested in the maintaining and consolidation of the compromise which has developed 
in Poland. 


--What is now happening in Poland could serve as a very rich experience and incen- 
tive for democratic development here. Naturally, in this case also, we must be 
very careful to avoid mechanical copying, which has caused so much damage already 
in the history of our people. 


— me two peoples have not had a hostile relationship with one another since they 
became nations, virtually at the same time; indeed, they have always supported 
one another in their independence aspirations. It would be the greatest shame of 
our history if we became a tool of outside intervention on the basis of any argu- 
ment. 


I watch everything that is happening in Poland with anxious hope. 
Gyorgy Bence, Philosopher 


{Question} I know that you are closely following the developments in Poland. Was 
there any turn--let us say the announcement of political goals in the middle of 
August--which came unexpectedly? 


[Anewer] As a whole I followed what happened with the feeling--why deny it, a 

pleasant feeling--that, at last, what I expected is happening. And my pleasure 
cannot be taken from me if things turn out badly. Something has happened which 
did not happen in 1956, nor in 1968.... 


But wait a minute! What I am saying could be misinterpreted in two ways--that is 
why | feared the interview. In the first place, I know the sort of threats the 
Poles have invited; I can imagine the sort of responsibility oppressing the oppo- 
sition there. But we who do things which at most can cause trouble only for our- 
selves can take pleasure more serenely. This is the advantage of a latecomer. 

in the second place, I certainly do not want to attribute to myself the powers of 
a prophet. Everyone felt this way who knew and adopted the ideas of Kuron and 
Michnik, the founders of the Social Self-Defense Committee (KOR). It rarely hap- 
pens in history that a daring political idea is realized to this degree. 


[Question] During the strikes new organizations and new names came into the fore 
and perhaps this obscures somewhat the original program. Could you tell us in a 
few words in what you see the essence? 


[Answer] Let me try a few comparisons. 
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formerly there was a comprehensive picture of a good political syatem floating 
before the eyes of those who wanted democracy here, in Soviet Eastern Europe. 
Complete parliamentary democracy, or total self-determination, or a synthesis 

of the two, that sort of thing. But to unfurl the banner openly, to organize, 
to gather followers=--this was held to be impossible in normal times. This would 
be only self-denunciation, exhibitioniatic martyrdom, they may have thought, and 
not without foundation. Some awaited the one great possibility, the shaking of 
the power; until then they only wanted to preserve *he holy flame. Some lit a 
Little night=light so there would be a Little more iight within the walle of 
official institutions. 


After 1976 the Polish democratic opposition came forward with a new idea, almost 
the opposite of the old one. They did not bind themselves to any comprehensive 
plan for a democratic system. It had to be admitted=-they said--that the essen- 
tially antidemocratic system would remain for the foreseeable future. But even 
then, within this, some ground could be won for democratic self-determination; 
democratic demands could be formulated, openly, within certain limits. But this 
ground must be won by force; only a common stand could give weight to the demands. 


Such an open=helmet opposition developed not only among the Poles. But it had 

the most political character among them. In Czechoslovakia the oppression is so 
brutal that preserving individual honor is slowly becoming the chief content of 
opposition behavior. The organization, the group is forced to defend itself. 

In small communities they try to make up for what has been taken from them in 
great society. At most they may think to reconquer a small position. Among those 
who "think differently" here at home there is a certain reluctance or aversion 
regarding politics in many. And oppression being a good bit milder here it is 
obviously not for this reason.... 


[Question] But the Polish free trade unions also say that they do not want to 
do politics? 


[Answer] It would be easy to counter: Of course they are involved in politics, 
only they don't say so because this makes it easier for the party to swallow the 
bitter pill. But I believe it was not because of force alone or for the sake of 
compromise that they have used the formula to which you refer. They really do 
hot want to participate in making or carrying out decisions. It is as if they 
were saying: You do it, if that's the way it has to be, but do it well because 
we have to pay the piper for everything and we won't take it any more. This too 
is politics, this is how one speaks from a position of power. But this is only 
a counter-power. They do not want to take over power. 


[Question] Is not this an exaggeration? Do you want to explain everything from 
the new Polish tactics? Are you saying that they thought it out in advance and 
organized the whole thing? 


[Answer] Look, I wasn't there, and we are talking about something for which, 
obviously, they won't beat a big drum. St‘ll, I suspect that the strike would 
not have been concluded with such discipline and harmony without serious prepara- 
tion. The prior propaganda was done openly. Samizdat gave the slogan, to stay 
in the factory, and spread the idea of a free trade union. 
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So was everything planned? We take certain interdependencies seriously only in 

4 situation which has already developed, even if it was not impossible to foresee 
thes In the original thinking the party figured only as a limiting factor. 
Something from which functions had to be von, something which had to be forced 
back. Now, even if a bad turn is constantly to be feared, we begin to see that 
the party and free trade union are coexisting. And coexistence supposes some 
cooperation, in the course of which both sides change. Is it not possible that 
the party will seek an ideology for itself which does not derive from the idea 

of omnipotence? On the basis of which it may slowly become one party among many? 
Perhaps we should not think of the party oe an organization but rather simply as 
a group of peop! whose social position is tied to existing institutions. This 
is a truly large croup and it consists not only of senseless people. If we are 
pluralists let us be so! We should imagine a future which includes them, But, 

I am afraid my imagination is getting a bit ahead of me.... 


[Question] Yes, let us return to earth, if possible to domestic affairs. What 
will follow in Hungary from the Polish developments? 


[Answer] We need a free trade union too. And if the worst does not happen in 
Poland this will give a strong argument to those who think this way. What exists 
is obviously possible. 


[Question] Is not the situation of the workers in Hungary entirely different, 
much better...? 


[Answer) I know this will cause an outcry. "You see," they will say, "what hap- 
pened. Didn't the workers in Poland rebel because they were hungry? And can't 
we get meat at the butchers? The opposition is arguing, the worse the better!" 
This is Like before 1945 when they said, if the Bolsheviks come even the women 
will be held in common. All rational argument is in vain, but this affected 
some. 


This was not a hunger revolt. As Bibo would say, it was also a "revolt for human 
dignity." One had to see those faces! The pictures, and what they said, this 
said a lot. 


The Polish workers are also struggling against self-exploitation. They are badly 
paid for 8 hours work, so they are permitted to work another four or six. There 
this happens largely within the factory gates; here it happens in the liberal 
paradise of the second economy. So of course they are lazy in the first 8 hours. 


Perhaps the strikes and the free trade unions in Poland will force them to a 1968 
type economic reform, long overdue. Here this has been done half way or one 
quarter of the way, but even this helped a lot. But why not all the way? And 

is not the independent trade union the natural partner of the independent enter- 


prise’ 
Janos Kis, Philosopher 


[Question] In your opinion, what is happening in Poland? 
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[Anawer] A compromise has been born between two implacably opposed aspirations. 
The one side demanded pluralization of the system; the other side was for main- 
taining a single-center, state-party political system. That there could be any 
Agreement depended on the strength and discipline of the workers’ movement. The 
regime would hardly have recognized the independent trade unions if it had not 
faced the ultimate alternative--either permit it or choose catastrophe. On the 
other hand, for it to be capable of this it had to be offered a deal which it 
could accept without falling apart from within or being overthrown from without. 
If the workers, let us say, had demanded the separation of party and state then 
the regime would have had no alternative to a catastrophe policy. 


[Question] Is the power side a united bloc? 


[Answer] Since the end of August they have purged the party leadership in several 
waves. It may be that the victims were simply scapegoats; it may be that they 
lost in a real power struggle. In any case the new leadership is constantly talk- 
ing about a renewal of the party and the state. But there is no sign that an 

Imre Nagy type revisionist or a Dubcek type reformer will appear. I do not mean 
that one would need revisionist or reformist leaders who adopt the goals of the 
workers in order to maintain the compromise. What is needed are realistic poli- 
ticians who see clearly what the interest of the regime requires in a situation 

in which a social opposition cannot be liquidated with manipulation or limited 
repression. 


[Question] Can the compromise between the two sides be 4 lasting one? 


[Answer] Not, I think, as a static condition. The agreements made at the end 
of August did not create a consensus between the two sides. Struggle, a power 
struggle, will decide the fate of the compromise. The question is, in the mean 
time, will both sides remain receptive to new and new--temporary--compromises. 
Let us take an example. The Gdansk agreement contains a paragraph that the 
censorship law will be modified. Probably this will be done. But the official 
press can still be very well controlled. There is no institutionalized, prior 
censorship in Hungary but the journalists and editors still know very well where 
the limits of their freedom are. Only the government has also promised that 

the independent trade unions will be permitted to publish their own publications. 
It will not be possible to control these via the hierarchic channels of state 
administration. So the regime will be faced with a new choice--to tolerate the 
greater freedom of the trade union press or try to put its foot down. If it 
tolerates it then the official press too may increase pressure in the interest 
of greater freedom, because it could be rather unpleasant to be a hired pen in 

a country where there are real journalists too. On the other hand the trade 
unions must constantly decide how far to go in exploiting their greater indepen- 
dence. 


I think that this example can be generalized. It would be odd if the victories 

of the workers did not mobilize other social groups. We shall see the university 
students demanding independent student organizations, writers demanding freedom 
to publish and university and academic bodies demanding autonomy and “he right 

to have a say. It is not impossible that this process will becume uncontrollable. 
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Bue [L do not believe that the dynamic nature of the contlict necessarily means 
that a catastrophe is unavoidable. It would be a good thing if the movement 
Spread to more and more strata, if more and wore strata achteved the degree of 
Organization achieved by the worker class. The situation will become dangerous 
if in the mean time the regime is unable to preserve power over its own appa- 
ratus, if the functionaries do not recetve unambiguous inetructions and begin 

to "jockey for position'=-because they have less and less faith that the present 
leadership will last long. So I think the critical question is whether the party 
leadership will be strong enough to keep the functionaries from vacillating while 
the social movement goes forward. 





[Question] Presuming the possibility of such a restrained dynamic, where will 
it end? 


[Answer] If the power does not collopse, decreasing the chance of military inter- 
vention by the Soviet Union, then I imagine that something will happen in Poland 
similar to what happened in Spain in the last 10-15 years of Franco's life. The 
elements of political pluralism will develop, pa‘tly tolerated and partly recog- 
nized in law, while the most important institutions of the system remain unaf- 
fected. The political system of Poland will be transformed from one of the 

Soviet type to something Like the consolidated authoritarian systems. The party 
will remain the chief governing organization and will retain its hierarchic con- 
trol in a number of areas but it will retreat from other areas, partly de facto 
and partly de jure. 


[Question] Can you sum up the lessons? 


[Answer] The chief lesson for me is that it is possible to have in a country 
with a Soviet system a radical mass movement the participants in which set them- 
selves limited goals and ad!lere strictly to the limits set for them. The neces- 
sary condition for this is that the movement have at least an elementary form of 
organization so that the participants will be capable of controlling their be- 
havior collectively. 


Another important lesson of what has happened is that if the mass movement can 
mobilize serious social forces behind its limited goals then the regime is not 
forced to choose the solution which is least favorable for both sides, to liqui- 
date it by force, but rather can accept a compromise with the forces facing it, 
as the lesser evil. 


Finally, it has been proven that there can be open social conflic in the Soviet 
zone of influence in the course of which the political system of the country can 
begin to differentiate itself from that of the Soviet Union without this neces- 
sarily provoking armed intervention by the Soviet Union. 


[Question] And what lessons are there for a Hungarian opp»sition? 


[Answer] What I would like to say is, why is what was possible in Poland not 
possible in Hungary too? I believe it really is possible. If a mass movement 
struggling for limited goals comes into being in Hungary then it can be imagined 
that the Hungarian regime would choose the path of the same compromises as the 
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Polish and the leaders of the Soviet Union would take cognizance of this as in 
the Polish case. But we are far from realizing thie "if." It is a common- 
place that neither the soctal-psychological nor the organizational conditions 
are given for us to have a mass movement of the Polish type in the near future, 
The opposition in Hungary must struggle with problems of a good bit lower level 
than in Poland, 


[Question] There are those who see this the other way around. s»ccording to them 
it was only the catastrophic Polish economic situation which caused the mass 
movement there. The unspoken opinion behind such a position is that there is a 
path leading to democratization without open action by the masses and the opposi- 
tion, 


[Answer] Thus far in the history of Soviet eastern Europe there have been two 
sorts of experiment the spokesmen for which promised that the result of it would 
be some sort of independent, democratic system. The classic examples of the 
first were Hungary in 1956 and Czechoslovakia in 1968. I do not believe that 
anyone would seriously think that as long as the Soviet Union is indisputably 
the leading power in eastern Europe the Hungarian '56 or the Czechoslovak '68 
could be repeated with a happy-end. 


The other version is a series of reforms measured out from above, like the Hun- 
garian economic reform of 1968, with accompanying cultural and political phenom- 
ena. These do not provoke Soviet military intervention, but they can be reversed 
at any time. Thuse elements which would accompany a radical continuation of re- 
form do not have their own positions from which they could defend the victories 
won and force new concessions in opposition to the regime. 


So I think that the way to approach democracy in eastern Europe today leads be- 
tween the two historical dead-ends--neither totally threatening the authority of 
the system nor gratefully receiving reforms introduced from above. Rather, there 
should be limited transformations behind which stand independently organized 
forces independent of the power. This has been the tactical program of the Polish 
opposition since 1976 and this program is being realized in Poland today. 


Of course, it does not follow from this that the matter is timely in Hungary too. 
It is an undisputed fact that Polish politics has been a series of failures since 
1956 while Hungarian politics has been a series of successes. Since the 1960's 
the regime in Hungary has been able to ensure, relatively continuously, a slow 
increase or at least stagnation in the standard of living and minimal conditions 
for private existence. There is no public opinion forming social group which 
has been completely destroyed as a group. It is understandable that it is just 
in Hungary that there is the strongest general conviction that it is worth it to 
give up active influence over policy because in exchange one can get much more 
tangible advantages than are promised by the--in any case very risky--political 
struggle. 


But how long will the regime be in the fortunate position of being able to satis- 
fy every larger public opinion forming group? Politics could take place under 
uniquely favorable conditions in the 1960's and early 1970's. But no player gets 
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good cards all the time. The relatively even development which characterized 

the Hungarian economy until the first third of the 1970's has obviously come to 
an end, The frequency of economic changes which cause shocks will increase, And 
with this there will be increasing readiness on the part of the populace to 
Change their relationship to politics. And people can be moved not only by a4 
deterioration in economic conditions. The mood is deteriorating because of the 
fate of the Hungarian minorities beyond the border aleo. Fewer and fewer believe 
that the government will do anything for the Hungarian minorities in Slovakia 

and Romania. The Afghanistan adventure of the Soviet Union has awakened many to 
the dangers of our external dependence. There are signe of ferment in the 
churches.... The Hungarian regime dealt cleverly with society as long as it was 
enough not to provide conflicts, It was different in this respect than the 
Polish regime, But if conflicts ripen of themselves then it will be seen that 
the two regimes had a minimal advantage in relation to their common organic 
trouble. that neither of them was democratic. Social conflicts arise sooner or 
later in every system but only democratic systems can resolve their conflicts 
without crisis. 


The little groups of the Hungarian opposition are hardly able to influence the 
development of a crisis. At present their social influence is very small. They 
hardly ~ beyond the intelligentsia and oven therein they involve the individuals 
in more marginal positions or of more marginal temper. But it is one of the 
symptoms of the approaching crisis that within this sphere the influence of the 
opposition is increasing appreciably. Today a good many more than 2-3 years ago 
are inclined to participate actively in movements initiated by the opposition 

and which take place outside official frameworks. It is also indisputable that 
the degree of organization of the opposition is increasing. Compared to the 
earlier amorphic state the present state of the Hungarian opposition can be call- 
ed really structured, 


And if we look at whar those little groups which make up the Hungarian opposition 
are doing we see that there is something on a omall scale like the Poles are do- 
ing on a large scale. Situations are being created in which the regime must 
choose--either mobilize the organizations of force against them, or be satisfied 
with more moderately portioned repressive measures, which in a country with a 
Soviet system is the same as tolerating them. 
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HUNGAKY 


UTELLZATION OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY IN CLVLL DEFENSE DESCRIBED 
Budapest POLGARI VEDELEM in Hungarian No 1, Jan 81 p 6 


[Text] Civil defense leaders recently had an opportunity to participate in a 
lereae scale computer technology demonstratiun. On thie occasion there was a 
report on 4 computerized records system for shelters, which wae made truly 
interesting by cunning 4 computer program. 


Those participating included Antal Jantner, deputy minister of construction 
affaires and urban development, and Col Imre Perger, national deputy etaff 
commander of civil defense. 


After a greeting and opening words by Endre Balogh, a department chief in the 
Minfetry of Construction Affaire and Urban Development, Dr Atilla Kevace, 
director of POINFORM, and programmer Eva Kertai briefed those present on the 
etructure of the city leadership data bank. 


The possible versions are: 


1. <A regional module: base and polygons subsystem; public area identification 
subsystem; plot revistry and area identification subsystem; garden subsystem. 


2. <A buildings module: a register of buildings manayed by the IKV [Real Eetate 
Management Enterprise]; « register of residential buildings in private or 
cooperative ownerehip; buildings of educational institutions; buildings of health 
inetitutions; buildines of administrative institutions; buildings ‘or agricultural 
purposes; buildings for industrial activity; warehouses and hangars; Life protec- 
tion installations; trigades and under-passes; statues. 


3. A network modul>: road network subsystem; water network subsystem; gas network 
subsystem; sewerage network subsystem; central heating subsystem; bathing network 
subsystem; postal lines subsystem; electrical lines subsystem; metro subsysten; 
tram rail and line« subsystem; special lines subsystem. 


4. An organizational @dule: directory and changes; educational activity 
subsystem; cultural activity subsystem; health activity subsystem; administrative 
activity subsystem; industrial and construction subsystem; agricultural activity 
subsystem; commercial activity subsystem; catering activity subsystem; trans- 
portation activity subsystem; public service activity subsystem. 
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5. A population module: demographic subsystem; residence registry subsystem; 
occupation subsayaten; wage and incowe subsystem; tax subsystem, 


6. Special subsystems: investment information subsystem; road=-sign registry 
subsystem; transportation vehicles subsyatem: accident recores subsystem; housing 
requests subsystem; housing assignments subsystem; supply subsystem, 


The subsystem for life protection installations fits closely into the buildings 
module. Decree No 32/1977 (XIL. 31.) of the Ministry of Conetruction Affaire and 
Urban Development calle for keeping records on Life protection inatallations. 
oa data bank could be prepared on the basis of the Budapest experiences 
° INFORM. 


After the professional breifinge there wae 4 presentation by Lt Col Sander Kovacs, 
candidate in military science. Among other things he said the following: 


"From the beginning the National Command of Civil Defense has studied with great 
interest ideas connected with developing a uniform information system. Even at 
the time of the preparation of directives we indicated that we attributed great 
Significance to the development and realization of such a system, not only in 
regard to city leadership tasks but also from the viewpoint of defense. 


“Every module of the comprehensive draft system for a city leadership data bank is 
an important part of situation analysis serving to reduce the consequences of a 
blow on the capital by traditional weapons or possibly by a nuclear missile, to 
quickly and precisely determine the personnel and material losses to be expected 
and to use met efficiently the forces and assets needed for rescue. 


"Starting from thie circumstance we determined the record keeping requirements for 
life protection installations at the time the buildings module was being worked 
out. A joint directive issued by the Ministry of Construction Affairs and Urban 
Development and the Miniscry of Defense provided that FPOLNFORM should prepare a 
computerized record of all shelters, storage cellars and cellars suitable for 
strengthening in the capital region, a record which could be developed into a 
national system." 


Deputy minister Antal Jantner summed up the experiences of the technical 
demonstration. He expressed appreciation for the work of those who participated 
in preparing and executing it and wished them further success in the use of 
computer programming for civil defense purposes. 














POLAND 


DEMOCRATIC PARTY MEMBER INTERVIEWED ON RESPONSIBILITIES OF INTELL IGENTSIA 
Wareaw KURIER POLSKI in Polish 2 Feb 81 p 3 


[Interview with Docent Dr Wieslaw Balcerak by Krzysztof Lewandowski: "Patriot iem+ 
Democracy+Progress: Harneseed to the Nation's Fate") 


[Text] Docent Dr Wieslaw Balcerak, director of the Inatitute. 
of Socialist Countries, Polish Academy of Sciences, focuses 

his research work on modern international relations. His 
studies of Polish foreign policy during the Locarno period, 

of the rise of nation states following World War I, and, more 
recently--in collaboratton with Marek Arcezyneski--of the drive 
to help Jews by Poles during World War II, have been popular 
among specialists and the gmeral reading public. For 24 years 
now W. Balcerak has been act!ve in the Democratic Party [SD], 
in the SD Congress Commission, and as chairman of the Team for 
intelligentsia Affairs. 


Question: How does the team chaired by you formulate in the course of its 
discussions the actual tarks of the Polish intelligentsia? 


Anewer: The Polish intelligentsia bears a special responsibility for the 
protection, consolidation, and reaffirmation of standards for the life of the 
nation. It is the patriotic duty of the Polish intelligentsia to continue the 
process of renewal in all of its aspects--political, ideological-moral, and 
economic--as well es to assure the functioning of mechanisms safeguarding against 
deformations and deviations from the principles of democracy and socialist 
humanism. 


Given the present continuing elaboration of the socialist state and of the 
democratic principles of its functioning, the role of the intelligentsia as a 
creative factor becomes particularly important. 


The Democratic Party is aware of the need to fully exploit the intellectual, 
moral, and experimental potential of the intelligentsia and hence it is 
particularly active in, among other things, attempting to provide the intel.i- 
gentsia with the ability to exert greater influence on shaping the nation's 
fate and developing concepts and ways of implementing the Polish road toward 











socialiem. This will constitute 4 guarantee for the consistent translation into 
reality of the social contract and of the ongoing transformations in thie 
country. 


Question: We know that until recently the SD has been neglecting the intelli- 
genteia even though it itself originated .mong the intelligentesia.... 


Anewer: You are definitely right. The intelligentsia was, is, and will remain 
the natural membership base of the SD The historical traditions of the SD and 
their continuity in tranemission of value: aed ideas point to the important role 
of the SD as an organizer, political itnepirer, and representative of interests 
of the intelligentsia, 


During certain periods of its existence, vhen it was not completely able to 
reflect the political thought of individual socto-occupational groups of the 
intelligentsia, the SD deviated from an explicit identification of ite membership 
base, from the foundations of ite political existence--from its intelligentsia 
origin. This in effect resulted in reducing the political role of the SD and, 
after a fashion, in a loss of credibility and ideological worth of the declared 
party platform, as well as in an unjustified constriction of the membership base. 


Question: So the platform of the SD, which you and your team are working on, 
will deal with regaining lost positions and occupying new ones corresponding to 
the national needs that have been brought to light? 


Answer: Yes. A constant presence of the SD in the socially most important 
milieus of the intelligentsia such as science, higher education and technology, 
culture, health service, administration of justice, and the civil service, is 
indispersable. Such a presence leads to the recognition of the positions due to 
the intelligentsia within the SD. The platform of the SD states the fact that 
the SD represents the interests and reflects the position of all milieux of the 
intelligentsia as the fundamental part of its membership base. 





In this connection, the SD imposes on all levels within the party hierarchy the 
task of markedly intensifying political work with the intelligentsia, broadening 
the forms of political influence on 411 milieus of the intelligentsia, and 
properly representing the interests of the intelligentsia. 


Question: Would it be justified to state that the marked intensification 
of the interest of the SD in the intelligentsia is a natural consequence of the 
ongoing renewal of political life in our country? 


Answer: Of course. If the SD is paying more attention to the problems of the 
intelligentsia, this is a consequence of the renewal processes and of the 
emphasis on the access of the SD to collaboration as a partner with all political 
and social forces. The SD /ishee to assure the place due to the Polish 
intelligentsia in these processes, In its turn, the creative intellectual 
contribution of the intelligentsia to the SD program and to its realization will 
strengther the position of the SD as a permanent link in the system of parties 

in the Polish People's Republic. It will also contribute to overcoming the 
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current political and economic crisis, Thus, there ie a need for a political 
investment in the intelligentsia, for the creation of organizational forms 
assuring an optimal exploitation of ite broad potential, knowledge, and 
resourcefulness, and tor raising ite social prestige and bettering its material 
situation, 


Question: The practical concern of a political party with the intelligentsia 
will contribute to mobilizing the intelligentsia etill further for public service 
and increasing its contribution to the solution of important probleme of national 
welfare.... 


Anewer: We would like it to be so. The SD supports the complete democratization 
and self-governing nature of the organizations and professional associations of 
the intelligentsia. In supporting the model of the functioning of autonomous 
organizations of various groups of the intelligentsia the SD declares its active 
support and readiness to offer real assistance for their creative activity. 


The SD will be active in the plane of representative organs and state administra- 
tion with the object of solving the problems of all groups of the intelligentsia 
in accordance with the needs of the entire nation and of the particular groups 

of the intelligentsia. The intellectual- and ideological-moral potential of the 
intelligentsia and the values it contributes to socio-political life, as well as 
the culture-creating functions it exercises, account for its role and importance 
in our country, and make it a major factor in the process of renewal, as well as 
tangible force in overcoming the existing difficulties and struggling against 
deviations from the principles of socialism, morality, and justice. As the role 
and importance of the intelligentsia increase, its responsibility for the future 
of the country and the nation will increase. 


The SD recognizes the intelligentsia as the m .n part of its membership base and 
poses at all levels within ite party hierarchy the task of intensifying political 
work with the intelligentsia and imoroving the representation of the interests 
and increasingly clear needs of the intelligentsia. 
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WALBRZYCH VOTVODSHIP CIVIL DEFENSE PROGRAM DESCRIBED 
Warsaw PRZEGLAD OBRONY CYWILNEJ in Polish No 12 Dec 80 pp 16-18 


[Article by Col (Academy Graduate) Mieczyslaw Fella, Chief of the Provincial 
Civil Defense Inspectorate (WIOC) in Walbreyci: "Civii Delense=-A Brief Report 
on Civil Defense Accomplishments by the Walbrzych Voivodship in the years 1976- 
1980" } 


{Text} Together with Gorzow, Jelenia Gora, Legnica, Leszczyn and Zielona Gola, 
Walbrzych Voivodship is part of the southwestern macroregion. It is divided into 
44 administrative units: 14 cities, 17 city-parishes and 13 parishes. It has 
an area of 4,167.3 km’, about 710,000 residents, a population density of 170.3 
per km2 as coupares to a macroregional average of 98, and a national average of 
108 persons per km*. 


The voivodship is in 2nd place (after Wroclaw Voivodship) from the standpoint of 
population, and 13th nationally. The voivodship has more females than males. 
Walbrzych Voivodship is among the most urbanized voivodships in the country (it 
is in 5th place--about 504,000 persons live in 31 cities, or about /1 percent 
of the total). The populace earns its living primarily in nonagricultural 
occupations with 54.8 percent of the inhabitants employed in industry, 5 percent 
in construction, and 7.5 percent in transportation and communication. Farming 
is the primary source of income for barely 5.4 percent of the inhabitants. The 
socialized economy employs 285,000 persons, which constitutes 18.7 percent of 
those employed in the macroregion. 


Walbrzych Voivodship is rich in various minerals, primarily hard coal (in the 
Walbrzych and Nowa Ruda area), refractory raw materials in the Strzegom basin of 
the Nowa Ruda and Zab*owice Slaskie area, cadmium in the Swidnica-Zarow area, 
nickel ore in Szklary, and barium deposits in Boguszow Gorce. Among the more 
important raw materials extracted in the voivodship are porphyrs, melaphyrs and 
basalts. The deposits of these are among the richest in Poland. Almost all 
branches of industry are represented in the voivodship. The dominant industries 
are fuel-energetics, electromachine, mining and glazier-ceramic. Almost 85 percent 
of the total number of workers employed in industry is concentrated in those 
four branches and account for more than 75 percent of the voivodship's total 
production. 














The mining of hard coal is dominant in Walbraych. The Lower Silesia Coal Industry 
Association and ite headquarters in Walbraych is comprised of the following mines: 
Walbraych, Victoria, Thorez and Nowa Ruda. Walbrazych coal ia brittle, hence the 
entire output ie processed in on-the-spot coking ovens. Sudeten kaolin clays are 
the basis of porcelain production in the Krayaztof and Walbraye, table china 
induatry plants. 


The Lower Silesia Chemical Plants produce sulphuric acid. The Walbrzych Glase 
Works producer reinforced and ornamental glase. Rope and net factories, tile 
factories and .inen industry plants are also located here. 


Despite ite high urbanization, Walbraych Voivodeship has a well-developed agricul- 
ture and agricultural-food industry. The socialized sector occuptes 32.5 percent 
of the agricultural land and grows from year to year. Local agricuiture is 
mechanized to a large degree. Wheat, sugar beets and fodder crops are grown here 
with good results. 


Cattle and sheep inventories are greater here than the national average. The 
Sudeten Agriculture-Industry Association plays a leading role in increasing 
agricultural production. 


in addition to industry and agriculture, Walbrzych Voivodship has a fully developed 
Workers Vacation Fund (FWP) base, mountain tourism and health resorts with 
accommodations available for 32,000 visitors. The open (generally accessible) 
facilities number 11,700 sites, of which 7,000 are in permanent facilities. The 
voivodship has 69 movie houses, 2 theaters, 286 schools, 3 polytechnic branches, 

4 consultative centers of other colleges as well as a philharmonic orchestra. 


The impending 30th anniversary of civil defense in the Polish People's Republic 
prompts us to reflect and to summarize the entirety of civil defense activity. 

All the more so becouse consistent with party and government instructions, civil 
defense is taking on ever greater significance in Poland as the most effective, 
comprehensive and universal assurance of protection for the public, work establish- 
ments and cultural values against all possible types of threat. 


The new system of administrative structures introduced during the third reform 
stage, that is, the conversion to the dominance of the voivodship-parish local 
system, also altered authorities with respect to the administration of civil 
defense matters. These authorities underwent decentralization, particularly in 
the regional system, as a result of which they caused a merger of assignments 
performed by administrative managers with the assignments of civil defense 
directors. 


A local administration is associated very closely with the public and works with 
and for the public's needs. That is why the new solutions adopted, the precise 
demarcations of authority, assignments and responsibilities of government 
administrative organs in the area play an important role in the achievement of 
defense preparations. 


Immediately after the reforms became effective, in executing his economic 
assignments, the governor of Walbrzych proceeded to organize a voivodship 














department, which assured for him the direct supervision over the organization of 
all state, social and cooperative unite in the voivodship hierarchy. In his 
organizational rules and regulations, based on the order issued by the Counci. 

of Ministers on 30 May 1975 relative to the organizational principles of local 
government administrative offices, and instructions dated 6 December 1975 

issued by the minister of regional economic administration and environmental 
protection relative to the activities of offices which are part of a voivodship 
department, the governor specified the number of departments, the scope of their 
activities, and the authorities delegated to department heads for handling problems 
and making administrative decisions. 


Based on these instructions, a Voivodship Civil Defense Inspectorate (WIOC) was 
created. WIOC's internal organization and the scope of employee activities was 
developed on the basis of instructions issued by the National Civil Defense 
inspectorate (I1OCK). In 1976, we were especially eager to publicize and popularize 
civil defense activity among voivodship residents. Among the best accomplishments 
of civil defense in 1976 are: 


--development of WIOC's organizational structure and detailed descriptions of 
individual worker responsibilities; 


--completion, by the end of the year, of almost 90 percent of the training plan 
for voivodship civil defense staff (including in this coordinated and comprehensive 
exercises); 


--substantial progress in operational planning, especially the collection and 
preparation of data indispensable for the preparation of civil defense plans at 
all administrative levels of management (the voivodship's civil defense plan as 
well as the plans of first level civil defense administrative units were developed 
by August); 


--the resolution of technical and supply problems; 


--the stabilization and integration of all civil defense executive organs in the 
achievement of goals and civil defense assignments; 


--raising organizational efficiency in preparing forces and resources for rescue 
operations and combating natural disasters, liquidating the results of accidents 
and catastrophes, evacuating the public from areas threatened by flood or 
industrial contamination, as well as the efforts pertaining to the protection of 
man's natural environment; 


--aseuring the WIOC and Local Civil Defense Inspectorate (MIOC) of an almost 
full personnel staff as well as better working conditions. 


The reform of local administration also brought specific changes in the hitherto 
existing system of accomplishing civil defense training tasks. Despite the fact 
that, basically, training and rescue readiness activity was satisfactory in most 
civil defense detachments which the voivodship inherited from former administrative 
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districts, it was established that a certain number of them had not put their 
specialized training and coordinating exercises into practice, 


The greatest changes occurred in training and improving civil defense cadres, in 
conducting supervision over training, and in planning and financing the training 
process. We were given a great deal of assistance by the former Civil Defense 
Training Center in Wroclaw which was converted into a intervoivodsahip center. 


The training of management and rescue leadership cadres was accomplished partly 

in the localities in which they were formed, in rural parishes and in work 
establishments and partly in nonstaff municipal and ministerial training centers. 

A number of problems emerged in the course of that work which we had to resolve and 
for which we availed ourselves of our experiences. WIOC's role and tasks with 
respect to coordinating and supervising the accotolishment of training tasks at 

the voivodship level and in first-line units also grew in the new organizational 
structure, 


We conducted a review of the organizational condition of all the voivodship's 
forces and means. It disclosed that there is still need for their improvement. 
We conducted reorganizations of structures where that was essential. 


We accomplished many tasks during 1977 and 1978, among others, the following: 


--a group was established for taking care of a dispersed population, as well as 
a group on civilian defense problems; 


--we established close cooperation with interested voivodships; 
--we set up an organizational structure for alerting cities and parishes; 


--radiotelephones were installed in all offices, creating a universal warning 
network which, when time is of the essence, is also used for transmitting 
administrative decisions from the voivodship office to local offices of national 
first-level administrative organs. 


We have recently achieved substantial progress in organizing and improving 
cooperation between civil defense forces, social organizations, and military 
units, particularly with the Provincial Military Staff Headquarters (WSZW) and 
the Wroclaw Territorial Defense Regiment (POT) stationed in our voivodship. An 
example could be the annual mutual training exercises of WSZW, POT and civil 
defense forces, These exercises also provided an opportunity for obtaining 
experience in conducting rescue actions by civil defense forces and the military. 


An important voivodship accomplishment was the intervoivodship exercise "Sudety - 
78" in which delegations from certain brotherly socialist countries participated. 
It demonstrated the high readiness level of civil defense in the Walbrzych 
Voivodship. 


We paid particular attention in 1979 to engaging a cadre of civil defense 
instructors in various specialties, and civil defense activists and workers for 
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achooling the public in civil defense. Based on an analysis of the training of 
plant crews and of people not employed in socialized work establishments, we 
undertook the training, for the first time, of a pertion of the public and plant 
crews, in the form of practical exercises in plants and first-line administrative 
units. The accomplishment of these civil defense tasks required work and effort 
by groups of people from various specialties. 


In the near future we plan to: 


~edirect greater effort toward raising the readiness and action effectiveness 
level of civil defense units in combating natural calamities together with 
designated military units as well as with the unorganized public; 


“concentrate on reorganization of civil defense forces to accord with a provision 
in the amended statute on the universal obligation for the defense of the Polish 
People's Republic; 


--extend efforts involved with organizing the removal of the effects of pollution 
caused by toxic industrial agents; 


-~-devote more attention to the protection of animals, agricultural crops, food 
products and water against pollution, as well as the preservation of cultural 
values; 


--assure suitable conditions for the storage and proper maintenance of civil 
defense equipment (the establishment of a storage base for the voivodship was 
taken up in the overall development plan whose achievement we want to conclude by 
1982). 


The comprehensive inspection conducted by IOCK in late June 1980 evaluated our 

work positively, something that was of the greatest satisfaction to us. Just as 
hitherto, we will continue to develop versatile, multidirectional civil defense 
activity in our voivodship and be concerned about its high level and effectiveness, 
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ROMANIA 


WRITER ATTACKS RFE, OTHER CRITICS AT AGRICULTURAL MEETING 


Bucharest LUCEAFARUL in Romanian 28 Feb 81 pp 1, 7 


[Article by lon Lancranjan: "Your Brothers or Sons"--speech delivered at the 
Congress of the Management Councils of the Socialist Agricultural Units, of 
the Peasantry, of the Councils of Workers in the Food Industry, Silviculture 
and Water Management ] 


[Excerpts] Permit me to present in this important assembly, composed, for 
the most part, of peasants, but composed, actually, only of peasants since 
all of us have been and are peasants, an idea to which I will return. Permit 
me to give a word of praise to the power of the land in the Romania of 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. 


We must be careful not to destroy through modernization the things which are 
part of the tradition and specific nature of one place or another, what has 
been built up over hundreds of years, with much labor and suffering. Let 

us apply the law of the systematization of the villages but let us not trans- 
form this law into a weapon of destruction for what has been good and 
beautiful in one place or another and what has been justified from an 
economic point of view. 


It is self evident that literature has many and great duties in this simple 
process of reevaluating the past and supporting the present. I would like 

to say, in the spirit of the discussions in this room, that the literature 
of today in socialist Romania has performed these missions with honor and 
with a spirit of responsibility. Many of the writers of today a.e your 
brothers or sons, being children of peasants and workers who would not have 
gotten to where they are today if a new order and a new life had not been 
established in Romania. Our literature has demonstrated by books and not 

by promises that socialist reality, today's ~ealities in the country are 

the unceasing source of inspiration since ti.ey are the most important victory 
for us. The best writers have rendered invalid, by their uncontested deeds, 
the prophecies of the mercenaries of Radio Free Europe and others, showing 
men of good will here and abroad--because we write for men of good will not 
for scoundrels--that the creative powers of the Romanian people are inexhaustible. 
Of course, there are shortcomings and errors in the field of literature, more 
in literary life per se than in literature. I will not go into these matters 
in detail because I have referred to these matters on other occasions, during 
discussions in the community. 
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I will treat the problem from a general point of view, comparing the Writers 
Union to an agricultural production cooperative which is not doing very well, 
whose activity can and should undergo substantial improvements, However, 
all conditions exist for phenomena such as negligence and poor organization 
in agriculture and other fields to become true rarities and even oddities, 
One of these conditions results from the fact that at the head of the party 
and the country there is a peasant's son, a man of hope and of great moral 
beauty, a man who knew the hardships of life at an early age, becoming a 
young fighter and revolutionary, becoming a political leader like few that 
this country has had, known and renowned throughout the world, esteemed 

and loved by all of us, justifiably and deservedly, since Comrade 

Nicolae Ceausescu has always concerned himself with the welfare and future 
of the Romanian people, 


CSO: 2700 
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ROMANIA 


AMENDED LAW ON HOUSING, TENANT-LANDLORD RBLATIONS PUBLISHED 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 122, 31 Dec 81 pp 1-7 


flew No 5/1973 on the Administration the Housing Supply and the Regulation of Re- 
lations Between Landlords and Tenant 


[text/ The Grand National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Romania adopts the 
present law.* 


Chapter I 
General Provisions 


Article 1, The state housing supply is administered and let by specialized enter- 
prises subordinate to the executive committees and bureaus of the people's councils 
or by other state enterprises. 


The state housing supply built from the own funds of state economic organizations 
and enterprises is administered and let by then. 


The housing supply built from the own funds of cooperative organizations or other 
public organizations is administered and let by then. 


Article 2. The dwelling space includes the habitable area and the dependencies. 


By “habitable area" ie meant the area of the rooms that, determined as such by their 
construction, serve for habitation, including halls and rooms for passage. 


By “dependencies” are meant the rooms that serve the habitable area--namely: vesti- 
bule, anteroom, entrance hall, veranda, corridor, kitchen, kitchenette, office, pan- 
try, lumber room, bathroom, lavatory, laurdry room, drying room, cellar, basement 
stall, wall storeroom, loggia and covered terrace. 


Article 3. An apartment includes one or more living rooms with the associated de- 
pendencies, located on the same level or on different levels, which together form 
an independent living unit, determined as such by its construction. 





* Republished on the basis of Article II of Law No 6 of 17 October 1980, published 
in BULETINUL OFICIAL AL REPUBLICII SOCIALISTE ROMANIA, Part I, No 90, 22 October 
1980, with a new numbering being given to the articles. 


Law No 5/1973 was published in BULETINUL OFICIAL, Part I, No 47, 31 March 1973. 
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ln Letting, it will be intended, ae far as possible, that a single family will live 
in an apartment, in the case in whicl, the apartwen excecds the neede of a family 
by at least @ eevarate room, it can be let to gany families in compliance with the 
legal provir.vns on the standardisation of the housing eupply. 


by “sepaiate room” is weant that room that does not serve ae a passage for tenante, 
for entrance or exit or for using the dependencies, 


Article 4, The floorapace with another purpose than that of habitation inc.udes the 
floorspace necessary to perform economic, sociocultural, administrative or public 
Activity and the associated dependencies, 


The executive committees and bureaus of the people's councile will identify the 
spaces built for the purpose of housing that are now used for another purpose and 
will take steps eo that within | year they are restored to the purpose for which 
they were built. 


Article 5. The gain tenant ie the physical or juridicsl person holding the lease 
contract. 


Chapter II 
The Standardization of Dwellings in the State Housing Supply 


Article 6. The housing standard fcr dwellings in the state housing supply is 10 
square weters of habitable area for each person. in the case when emall roome re- 
sult from construction, 8 square weters per person can also be allotted. 


Article 7. The habitable area that exceeds the housing standard constitutes excess 
apace. 


The @) *cutive commitiees and bureaus of the people's councils are obligated to en- 
sure the letiing of dwellings {. the state housing supply in compliance with the 
legal provisions on the standardization of state dvelling space, in order to avoid 
the possession of excess space. 


The excess space composed of one or wore separate rooms can be let to other entitled 
persons. The letting is done with priority to persons entitled to extension, in e#c- 
cordance with the legal provisions, depending on the lowest incomes that there are 
per family mewber and on the number of children being supported. 


Perrons who possess dwellings in the etate housing supply that exceed the housing 
neecs for them and their ‘families will be helped by the executive committees and bu- 
reaus of the people's councils to obtain suitable dwellings, in compliance with the 
legal provisions on the standardization of the state housing supply. 


In addition, the exccutive committees and bureaus of the people's counciis will help 
to handle the requests of persons who possess dwellings in the state housing supply 
regarding the making of exchanges of dwellings in order to move the domicile closer 
to the workrlace. 


Persons who, by the nature of the activity that they perform, require additional 
space or, due to their state of health or physical condition, need such space have 











the right to an extra room, with a corresponding increase in rent, in accordance 
with the provisions of the present iavw,. 


Article G6. The executive committees and bureaus of the gunicipal and city people's 
councile and those of the sectors of the @unicipality of Bucharest are obligated to 
ascertain quarterly the situation of the excess dwelling spaces and to inform semi- 
annually the citigens about the way in which the good management of the housing sup- 
ply and the letting of dwelling apace in etrict compliance with the legal provisions 
are provided, 


Article 9. The letting of dweiling space in the etate housing supply in the adwin- 
ietration of the unite @entioned in Article | is done in the following order of pri- 
ority: 


To skilled workers, especially those in big industrial unite; 
To personne] transferred for the sake of duty from other localities; 


TO specialised personne, who work in @aterial production, in the activity of design, 
acientific research and education; 


To graduates assigned to production, coming from other localities; 
To families with gany children; 


/o0 those employed on the basis of a competitive examination, coming from other lo- 
calities; 


To other persons employed in labor and to pensioners. 


Within the above categories, preference is given to persons who have difficult hous- 
ing conditions, especially those with many children, as well as those with low in- 
comer. 


Citizens whose dwellings are demolished for new construction or systematization wili 
receive for rent a uweliing in the state housing supply for them and their families, 
until they build or buy themselves a dwelling. The sum collected for the demolished 
dwelling will constitute the advance for the new dwelling that they build or buy. 


Article 10. Dwellings wiil be let to worker personnel in state socialist unite on 
the basis of the proposals of the work staffs in which they perform their activity, 
approved by the working people's councils and the trade-union bodies. The trade- 
union committees are obligated to report in the general assemblies of the trade- 
union gembers about the ganner of handling, in strict compliance with the legal pro- 
visions, the working people's requeste for dwellings. 


The executive committees and bureau, of the people's councils, together with the 
collective leadership bodies of the enterprises and of the other units, will take 
steps so that the dwellings that wili be let to their directors, chief engineers and 
other aanagewent personnel are located in the immediate vicinity of their workpiace. 








Article ||, In the case of dwellings built from investment funds centralised and 
listed by the plan, at the new, big facilities, the lease contract is accessory to 
the work contract, 


Article 12. The area of yarde and gardens associated with buildings will be let 
along with the dwelling apace in exclusivity or, ae the case gay be, in common use, 
and entered in the lease contract. 


Article 13, The letting of dwellings in big cities oan be done only to persone or 
families who live or who have the right to establieh their domiciJe, under the con- 
ditions of the law, in these cities, 


The big cities, in the sense of the preceding paragraph, are established by means of 
& decision of the Council of Ministers, 


Article 14. A dweiiing can be occupied only after the conclusion of the lease con- 
tract. 


Article 15. A dwelling in the state housing supply ie assigned to the use of the 
holder of the ieage contre t and the sembere of hie family, who will be mentioned by 
name in the lease contrac. 


The spouses and the children, as well ae the parente of the spouses, supported by 
them belong to the family, in the sense of the preceding paragraph. 


Chapter iil 
The Letting of Dwellings in the State Housing Supply 


Article 16. The lease contract for dwellings in the state housing supply .c con- 
cluded in written form. 


The lease contract for floorspace with the purpose of habitation in the state hous- 
ing supply hae the value of an authentic document and constitutes an executory 
title. 


Article 17. The main tenant has the right to sublet a part of the floorspace of the 
dwelling, if it does not constitute excess apace composed of one or more separate 
roome. 


The subletting io done as follows: 
a) To persons designated by the executive committees and bureaus of the people's 
councils, if they have the domicile or the transient's viea in the respective local- 


ity or are entitled, according to law, to establish their domicile or residence in 
that locality; 


b) To tourists--Romanian citizens-—-designated by the office of tourisa. 


The subletting is done only on the basis of a contract concluded in written fora, 
which is registered at the respective financial board or office. 











The sublease contracts are conciuded, in the case of the persona in Letter a, be-~ 
tween the gain tenant and the subtenant and, in the case of the touriste wentioned 
in Letter b, between the gain tenant and the cffice of tourian, 


The sublease contracts w 1 stipulate, gandatorily, the rates and periods of sublet- 
ting. The rater for the subletting in Letter a are those provided in the present 
law, and those for the subletting in Letter b will be set by reans of a decision of 
the Council of Ministers, 


A sublease contract con. luded in violation of the provisions of the preceding para- 


graphs ie void according to law, and the sume collected on the basis of it become 
state income, 


The violation of the provisions stipulated in the present article constitutes a con- 
travention and i» punished with a fine from 1,000 to 3,000 lei. The penalty is ap- 
plied by the executive committees and bureaus of the people's councils of the gunic- 
ipalities, the sectors of the municipality of Bucharest, the cities and the conm- 
munes, on the basis of the investigatory reporte drawn up by their representatives. 


The provisions of Law No 32/1968 for the Establishment and Punishment of Contraven- 
tions are applicable to the contraventions mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 


Subletting without a written contract, for the obvious purpose of avoiding the ap- 
plication of the provisions of the present article, constitutes an infraction and ise 
punished with imprisonment from |! gonth to 1 year or with a fine. 


Whenever the other acts mentioned in the present article are committed under such 
conditions that according to penal law they constitute infractions, they will be 
prosecuted, judged and punished in conformity with penal law. 


Article 18. The subletting of the space allotted over the housing standard to the 
categories of persons established in conformity with the provisions of Article 7, 
Paragraph 6, is forbidden. 


The violation of the provisions of the preceding paragraph entails the loss of the 
tenant's right to the space allotted over the housing standard, with the provisions 
of paragraphe 6-6 end 10 of Article 17 also being applicable. 


Article 19. Persons who gove permanently to another locality retain for at most 6 
months after the date of the move their right of use over the dwelling that they 
possess, without being able to sublet it for the same period. 


Article 20. In the case of persons transferred for official reasons to another lo- 
cality, the espace occupied by them and the family's sembers with whom they sove be- 
comes available on the obtaining of another dwelling in the respective locality. 


A .icle 21. Wo person can be evicted from a legaliy possessed dwelling except in 
the cases and under the conditions provided by law. 


Article 22. In the case of divorce, if the spouses have not agreed oterwise, the 
enefit of the contract regarding the dwelling is of use to the spouse in whose cus- 
tody the children were put and, in the event that there are no children, the spouse 
who obtained the divorce, 


4) 








in all other situations, the court that iesues the divorce will decide which of the 
spouses will have the benefit of the contract regarding the dwelling. 


Article 25. Persone who ocoupy without a lease centract a dwelling space in the 
housing supply in the adminietration of the etate enterprises sentioned in Article 
1, Paragraph |, will be evicted, without the assignment of another dwelling space, 
on the basie of the decision of the executive committees and bureaus of the people's 
councile of the @unicipalities, the sectors of the gunicipality of Bucharest, the 
cities and the communes, 


The eviction is done by the enterprises that administer the state housing supply 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and in the case of resistance, the eviction is 
done together with the militia authorities. 


Article 24, Main tenants and those who live together with them lose the right to 
use the dwelling apace and will be evicted without the assignment of another dweli- 
ing space, in the following cases: 


a) if they cause significant damage to the dwelling, the building in which it is lo- 
cated, their installations and accessories, and any other property associated with 
them or if they take parte of them without permission; 


bd, if by means of their behavior they make cohabitation impossible for other tenants 
in the same apartment or building or prevent normal use of the dwelling by other 
tenants; 


¢) If the dwelling was obtained as a result of the commission of the infraction of 
key money or other infractions; 


d) If for a period of 4 months in succession they dishonestiy do not vay the r at or 
the share of the expenses that aevolve upon thea in accordance with the legal provi- 
sions. If the sum owed is paid during the eviction proceedings, the court will be 
able to deny the request, requiring the accused to pay the legal expenses. however, 
the court will a low the request for eviction if previously there has been pro- 
nounced against the tenant a final decision by weans of which he was obligated to 
the payment of the rent or to the share of the expenses that devolve upon him or to 
the mayment of the legal expenses. 


The ev.ction of tenants in the cases gentioned by the present article is ordered by 
the court. 


Article 25. When state interests necessitate the use of state-owned buildings, the 
woving of the tenants in these buildings to other suitable dwellings is ordered by 
meane of a decision of the Council of Ministers. 


Article 26. Main tenants have the right to gake an exchange of dwellings between 
them, with the ap; roval of tn* socialist unite gwentioned in Article 1. 


Chapter IV 
The Setting and Payment of Rent 


Article 27. The rent for a dwelling is set in accordance with: the basic rate, the 
degree of camfort of the dwelling, and the tenant's wonthly basic wage or pension. 





Article 26, ‘he basic rate of the rent isa uniform throughout the country, regard- 
leas of landlord, 


The basic monthly rate ie that provided in the following table: 


The category of the areas The basic rate depending on the basic 
wage or the pension of the tenant 

up to BOle 1,101— 1,501— Over 

800 1,100 1,300 1,600 1,600 


lei lei lei lei lei 
For the habitable area (lei per square meter) 1.60 2,20 2.40 2-50 2.70 
For the area of the dependencies (kitchen, 0.72 0,86 1,00 1.00 1.00 


kitchenette, bathroom, pantry, vestibule, 
anteroom, entrance hall, veranda, corridor 
lumber room, cffice) (lei per equare mever 
hor the area of covered terraces, basement 0.56 0.44 0.50 0.50 0.50 
stalle and other dependencies in exclusive 
use (lei per square meter) 


Article 29. The rate provided for worker personnel with over 1,600 lei in pay ie 
applied for tenants who are not employed in labor or pensioners, except for those 
who receive social aid, to whom the basic rate provided for those with a wage or 
pension up to 600 lei is applied. 


hembere of artisan cooperatives are equivalent to persons employed with a work con- 
tract, with the basic wage of the category of employment being taken as a basis for 
calculation, 


Article 30, Persons unfit for work due to old age or illness and lecking in means 
and studente without other incomes than those resulting from a scholarship who live 
alone pay the rent calculated at the basic rate provided for the tenant's basic wage 
or pension up to 600 lei, 


Article 31. The cniculation of the rent for a dwelling occupied by a family in 
which there are many persons employed in labor or pensioners will be done on the 
basis of the highest gonthly basic wage or pension. 

Article 32. The basic rate is increased by 30 percent for dwellings with central 
heating or ese for stoves or is reduced, as the case may be, for the whole habitable 
area, as follows: 

15 percent for rooms located in the basement or in attics directly under the roof; 


10 percent for dwellings lacking in water, sewer and electricity installations or 
only one or some of them; 


10 percent for dwellings built out of inferior construction materials like timber- 
work, adobe and wood. 


The reductions are applied cumulatively. 


Articie *%5. For the excess habitable area that exceeds the housing standard, there 
is applied to the basic rate a progressive increase of: 
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e* peroent for the first 10 square seters; 
50 percent for the next 10 square meters; 
100 percent for the reat of the habitable area. 


Article 34, To the rent calculated in accordance with articles 26-335 there are 
added 12 lei per month for a bathroom with a tub and 6 lei per month for a bathroos 
with only a shower, 


Article 35. For persons employed with a work contract or pensioners with an average 
income per family wember above 1,500 lei per month, the rent calculated in accord- 
ance with articles 25-53 is increased as follows: 


By 50 percent for the case in which the wage or pension, respectively, that consti- 
tuted the basis for calculating the rent is up to 1,800 lei; 


By 75 percent for the case in which the wage or pension, respectively, is from 1,801 
lei to 2,200 lei; 


By 100 percent for the case in which the wage or pension, respectively, is above 
2,200 lei. 


You. people recently employed in production are excepted from the provisions of 
Paragraph | for a period of 5 years after employment; young married people who on 
the date of marriage have not passed the age of 26 years, for a period of 5 years 
after garriage; persons employed with a work contract transferred for official rea- 
sons, for a period of 5 years after the date of transfer; and officers, noncomnis- 
sioned officers and military sasters within the Ministry of National Defense and the 
Ministry of the Interior. 


Article 36. The rent for the sublet area is equal to the rent associated with the 
sublet habitable aren and of the dependencies to which the subtenant has access, 
with an increase of up to 15 percent. In the case in which this space is turnished, 
the increase can be up to 150 percent, in relation to comfort. 


Article 37. The rent owed by a person employed in a state organization, a coopera- 
tive organization or another public organization for a dwelling possessed in state- 
owned buildings will be withheld by that organization on the pay record from the 
monthly wage due hia, regardless of any other withholding, even if by means of this 
the limite provided by Article 409 of the Code of Civil Procedure are exceeded. The 
method of withholding is stipulated in the lease contract. 


Tenants, other than thowe sentioned in the preceding paragraph, will pay the rent 
under the conditions provided in the lease contract. 


Chapter V 
ihe Standardization, Aliocation ana Setting of the Rent for the Housing Supply With 
Another Purpose Than That of Habitation 


Article 36. The floorspace with another purpose than that of habitation, in the di- 
fect administration or, as the case may be, in the ownership of socialist 











organisations, of other jJuriaical persons and of physical persons, used as offices 
ia subject to standardisation. 


An average area that wili not exceed 5 square meters, calculated for the whole unit, 
will be used for each person employed in office work, except for those who work at 
a drawing board and other categories of personne] designated by the Council of Min- 
isters, for whom the average area will not exceed 6 square meters for each person. 


The floorspace used as offices that exceeds the area resulting from the application 
of the provisions mentioned in the preceding paragraph constitutes excess floor- 
Space, 


The positions in socialist unite for which a separate room (oi.ice) can be provided 
and the space limite will be established by means of a decision of the Council of 
Ministers, 


Article 59. The allocation of floorspace with another purpose than that of habita- 
tion is done by: 


The Council of Ministers, for state and cooperative central bodies and those of 
other public organiza‘ions; 


The central bodies of the state administration, for floorspace in the direct admin- 
istration of organizations subordinate to these bodies; 


The local bodies of the state administration, for tioorspace in the direct adminis- 
tration of organizations subordinate to these bodies, in the ownership of other ju- 
ridical persons ana of physical persons. 


For not complying with the provisions on the standardization of floorspace with an- 
other purpose, the heads of socialist unite will be punished disciplinarily or with 
a fine between 1,000-1,500 lei. 


Article 40. Garages owned by socialist units are allocated by the executive commit- 
tees or bureaus of the people's councils of the municipalities, the sectors of the 
municipality of Bucharest, the cities and the communes, with priority being given to 
Juridical or physical persons that have headquarters or reside in the building or in 
the vicinity of the building in which the garage is located, When there are many 
applicants, one of which is a socialist organization, the allocation is made to it. 
Garages can be allocated for common use when their capacity and the conditions of 
access permit it. 


Juridical and physical persons that possess for rent state-owned garages can make an 
exchange of garages, taking each other's place in rights and obligations, with the 
provisions on the exchange of dwellings being applied accordingly. 


Article 41 The basic rate of the monthly rent for floorspace with another purpose 
than tha’ of habitation is uniform throughout the country, regardless of landlord. 


Article 42, The basic rate of the monthly rent for floorspace used for offices is: 


a) For socialist organizations, 3.50 lei per square meter; 
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b) For juridical persons, other then socialist organizations, and for physical per- 
sons, 5 lei per square weter. 


A rent increased by 100 percent over the basic rate ie paid for excess floorspace 
ueed ac offices, 


Article 45. The basic rate of the monthly rent for floorspace used for other pur- 
poses than for offices is: 


a) For floorspace used for sociocultural activities and for the quartering .. ape- 
Ciaiiate, 2.50 lei per square seter; 


b) For floorspace used for shops by authorized artisans and plastic artiste, 3 lei 
per square aeter; 


c) For floorspace used for commercial, industrial and service activities in the au- 
nicipality of Bucharest, & lei per square meter and, for warehouses, 7 lei per 
square meter. 


In other municipalities, for floorspace used for commercial, industrial and service 
activities, the basic rate is 6 lei per square meter and, for warehouses, it is 5 
lei per square meter, 


In cities, for floorspace ueed for commercial, industrial and service activities, 
the basic rate is 5 lei per square waeter and, for warehouses, it is 4 lei per square 
meter. 


In rural localities, the basic rate provided for floorspace with another purpose lo- 
cated in cities is reduced by 30 percent; 


d) For the floorspace of garages used by socialist organizations, by other juridical 
persons and by physical persons, 3 lei per square meter. 


The payment of the rent for garages let to worker personnel] is done under the condi- 
tions provided by Article 37. 


Article 44, The basic rate of the monthly rent gwentioned in articles 42 and 435 is 
increased by 430 percent for floorspace equipped with central heating or gas for 
stoves or is reduced, as the case may be, for the whole habitable area, as follows: 


10 percent for buildings lacking in water, sewer and electricity installations or 
only one or some of them; 


15 percent for floorspace used for offices located in the basement or in attics di- 
rectly under the roof that were not geant for this purpose by means of construction; 


50 percent for floorspace used by cooperatives for invalids. 
The reductions are applied cumulr .vely. 


The rates for baths and showers existing in spaces with another purpose than that of 
habitation are those provided in Article 34. 











Article 45, For yards and gardens associated with floorspace, regardless of pur- 
pose, the annual rate of the rent ia 1 leu per square weter, 


Article 46, The lease contract for floorspace with another purpose than that of 
habitation is concluded in written form, on the basie of the allocation order, in 
conformity with the provisions of the present law. 


Litigation in connection with the allocation, possession or use of floorspace with 
another purpove than that of habitation will be handled by the arbitration bodies, 
when all the parties are socialist organisations, 


Chapter VI 
The Obligations of the State Organizations That Let and of the Tenante in 
Connection With the Maintenance, Repair and Use of the State Housing Supply With 
the Purpose of Habitation 


Article 47, State organizations that let floorspace with the purpose of habitation 
are obligated to: repair and gaintain all the elements of constructions and instal- 
lations within the building and ite annexes, the elewents of installations associat- 
ed with the building and its annexes and the elements of installations associated 
with the building--elevator, water-supply plant, installation for central heating 
and for preparation of hot water, thermal points, and incinerators--and to make 
changes in burning installatio s ae a result of a change in fuel, 


The floorspace let is turned over to the tenant in a normal condition for use, 


Article 46, Tenants are obligated to pay the rent and to maintain and repair the 
elements of constructions and installations within the dwelling and the parts of the 
building and its annexes in common use. 


Tenants are bligated to repair and replace the elements of constructions and in- 
staliations deteriorated as a result of the improper use of them, regardless of 
whether they are within or outside the building. 


Article 49, ‘Tenants are obligated to regularly pay the shares that devolve upon 
them fron the expences for aaintaining and repairing the building's parts and in- 
etallations in common use, and on the cessation of the lease contract they are obli- 
gated to turn over the dwelling space in a condition for use, with the condition in 
which it was let being taken into account. 


In the cave of the failure of the tenant to fulfill the obligations that he has with 
regaii to gaintaining and repairing a state-owned dwelling, the necessary work will 
be done by the unit or organization that lets it, with the equivalent value of this 
work being recovered frou the tenants. 


Tenants will pay completely, for all persons with whom they live, the expenses for 
water, sewerage, lighting and heating and other expenses that result from the use of 
the common parts and installations of the building. 


Articie 50. in state-owned dwellings, tenants are forbidden to make changes in 
upaces or other changes in construction. 
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Chapter VII 
Provisions on Dwellings built From the Own Funde of the State Lconomic 
Organizations and Enterprises 


Article 51. The dwelling spaces in state-owned buildings in the administration of 
state economic organizations ana enterprises are let by their managements only to 
their personnel. 


The contract for letting the dwelling space mentioned in the preceding paragraph is 
accessory to the work contract. 


In the case in which the work contract ceases, the respective tenante are obligated 
to release the possessed dwelling within 3 months after the cessation of the work 
contract. 


The personnel of state economic organizations and enterprises to whom dwellings have 
been let under the conditions of the first paragraph and who have worked in the re- 
spective enterprise for at least 10 years have the right to posseus them even after 
pensioning. 


In the case of the death of the person employed in labor or the pensioner, the evic- 
tion of the spouse or the other members of his family who live with him will not be 
able to be done except with the assignment of a suitable dwelling space. 


Article 52. The dwelling space in the direct administration of the state economic 
organizations or enterprises can be the object of an exchange only between persons 
employed in the same unit and with the approval of their management. 


Article 55. The executive committees and bureaus of the people's councils will take 
steps with regard to identifying the housing spaces meant for official chambers or 
guesthouses and with regard to letting them in conformity with the provisions of the 
present law. The spaces of this kind in the precincts of the enterprises or in 
their vicinity will be let to the management personnel of the respective enter- 
prises, in order for them to be able to take action promptly, in case of need. 


in addition, they will take steps to set up in the city common spaces meant for the 
temporary quartering of persons employed in labor, which will operate on the princi- 
ple of hotels. 


Article 54. ‘The provisions of the present law are also applied accordingly to 
dwellings built frow funds of state economic organizations and enterprises. 


Chapter VIII 
Provisions on Service Dwellings and on Worker Dormitories for Young People 


Articie 55. The dwel.ing space in the direct administration of a state socialist 
unit, located in the precincts of the unit or in the immediate vicinity of it or the 
workplace, meant for the quartering of persons employed in labor and their family 
members, in the case in which their permanent presence around the workplace is ne- 
cessitated by the specific character of the work, is considered a service dwelling. 


Article 56. The manner of and conditions for using the service dwellings and the 
land associated with them are the object of a lease contract, as an accessory to the 
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work contract. The present law's provisions on the standardization of dwelling 
Space are also applied to service dwellings. 


Peraons employed in labor and their families who occupy service dwellings lose the 
right to use them along with the cessation of the work contract. 


Article 57. Worker dormitories for young people are meant for the quartering of 
young workers and specialists who do not have other possibilities of quartering in 
the locality where they have their workplace. Worker dormitories for young people 
are administered by the socialist unite. 


Article 58, Tenants will pay a monthly rate for useing the places in worker dormito- 
ries for young people, 


The State Committee for Prices and the Ministry of Finance, together with the Cen- 
tral Council of the General Union of Trade Unions and the Central Committee of the 
Union of Communist Youth, will establish the uniform methodology for calculating the 
rate, in such as way as to cover the expenses for maintaining and operating the com- 
mon installations, the use of furniture and bedding, and all other expenses repre- 
senting various services performed for tenants. 


The rates varying according to categories of dormitories will be set by the Council 
of Ministers, 


Article 59, The tasks of the administration of the dormitory, the rights and obli- 
gations of the tenants and of the personnel of the dormitory, the manner of utiliza- 
tion of the property in common use, and the measures for providing order and disci- 
pline in the dormitory are established by means of an internal operating regulation, 
approved by the working people's council in the enterprise that administers the re- 
spective dormitory. 


Chapter IX 
Provisions on Personally Owned Dwellings 


Article 60. A personally owned apartment that is inhabited by the owner and his 
family will be standardized and used as follows: 


a) The owner and his family have the right to an area corresponding to their housing 
needs. In determining the housing needs, it is intended that to every member of the 
family there will be provided one room each and, besides them, at most two more 
rooms. 


The owner can let a part of this area, including in the form of a furnirh:. ‘Me 


b) Separate rooms that exceed the housing needs of the owner and his famiiy--  ter- 
mined in accordance with the matters pointed out in Letter a--will be let by the 
owner, including in the form of furnished rooms, 


In the case in which the owner does not let the rooms mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph, the executive committee or bureau of the people's council can let them to 
entitled persons. 
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The letting of the spaces mentioned in the present article is done only on the basis 
of a contract concluded in written form, registered at the financial board or of- 
fice, with the stipulation, mandatorily, of the rates and periods, in conformity 
with the provisions of paragraphs 3, 5-6 and 10 of Article 17 and those of Article 
36. These provisions are aleo applicable in the case of personally owned spaces 
that are sublet, 


For all spaces let, the owner can receive only the rent calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of the present law. 


The provisions of the present article are also applied in the case in which the 
owner is traneferred for official reasons to another locality, and a part of his 
family with which he lived has remained in the apartment. 


Article 61. A personally owned apartnent that is not inhabited by the owner and his 
family is subject wholly to standardization and letting, under the conditions pro- 
vided for the state housing supply. 


Article 62. The provisions of articles 60 and 61 apply only to personally owned 
apartments located in urban areas. 


Article 63. The present law's provisions on the obligations of state organizations 
that let and of tenants who possess state-owned dwelling spaces also apply accord- 
ingly to personally owned dwelling spaces. 


Article 64, The executive committees and bureaus of the people's councils will 
help, on request, the persons who have personally owned dwellings, but do not live 
in them, to move to these dwellings. To this end, they will let to the persons who 
possess the respective dwellings either the dwellings offered in an exchange of own- 
ers or other dwellings io the state housing supply, in compliance with the legal 
provisions on the standardization of dwelling spaces. 


Tenants and their families who are to release the dweliing in accordance with the 
preceding paragraph, but have a contract for building or buying a dweliing under the 
conditions of the law for the cevelopment of housing construction and the sale of 
dwellings in the state supply to the population, and those who are to move to the 
personally owned dwelling possessed for rent by other persons will turn over the 
dwelling that they possess on their moving to the dwelling built or bought, respec- 
tively, or released by the tenants. 


The dwelling space in the personally owned apartment that is released through moves 
or for other reasons wili be put at the disposal of the owner and his family, at his 
request, without the right of extension being able to be exercised by other tenants. 


Chapter X 
The Association of Tenants 


Article 65. In buildings with many apartments, the main tenants--physical or jurid- 
ical persons--constitute according to law an association of tenants, having as a 
purpose the wood managewent of the building's parts and instaliations in common use, 
the matter of collecting on time the shares of the contribution to the payment of 
the common expenses and the prowotion of a correct attitude regarding public 
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property and the observance of the norme of socialist cohabitation. Associations of 
tenants can also be constituted according to groups of buildings. 


The association of tenants acquires a juridical personality on the date of registra- 
tion at the financial board or financial office. 


The association of tenants represents the interests of ite members in relations with 
physical and juridical persons, 


The association of tenants is represented before the bodies of the state by a repre- 
sentative designated by the general assembly of the association of tenants, 


The decisions of the general assembly of the association of tenants by means of 
which the legal or statutory provisions are violated can be contested in the courts. 


Article 66, The manner of organizing and operating the association of tenants and 
the manner of using the monetary and financial resources will be established by 
means of the statute* of the association of tenants, approved by means of a decree 
of the State Council. 


Chapter AI 
Common, Transitional and Final Provisions 


Article 67. Any litigetion in connection with the application of the provisions of 
the present law is handled by the courts, except for that put expressly in the ju- 
risdiction of other bodies. 


Article 68. The hous‘ng supply owned by cooperative organizations or other public 
organizations is subject to standardization. 


With regard to the housing supply that they own, the cooperative organizations and 
other public organizations will apply accordingly the provisions of the present law. 


Article 69. The operating personnel of buildings with many dwellings and the domes- 
tic personnel who possess dwelling space as an accessory to the work contract lose 
the right to use this space along witu the cessation of the work contract, without 
another dwelling space being assigned to them. 


The service rooms associated with the apartments can be let only with the agreement 
of the main tenant or the landlord, as the case may be. 


Article 70, ‘The requesting or receiving, directly or indirectly, of money or any 
other material gain--key money--in order to indicate the person to whom a dwelling 
space is to be let or in order to agree to the letting or exchange of a dwelling 
space, when thc law conditions the letting or exchange with such an indication or 
agreement, constitutes an infraction and is punished with imprisonment from 6 months 
to 5 years. 





* The Statute on the Organization and Operation of the Association of Tenants was 
approved by means of State Council Decree No 387/1977, published in BULSTINUL 
OFICIAL, No 116, 16 November 1977. 








The payment, directiy or incirectiy, of key goney and the intermediation of such 
acts, for the purpose mentioned in the preceding paragraph, ie punished with the 
same penalty. 


The penalty ie not applied to one who pays key money if he reporte the act, on hie 
own initiative, ae soon as he had made the payment. 


Article 71. The receiving of a rent higher than the legal one ie punished with ia- 
prisonment from 1 gonth to | year or with a fine, 


Article 72. The categories of persons who have the right to an extra room, with a 
corresponding increase in rent, and any other measures for carrying out the present 
law are established by seane of a decision of the Council of Ministers. 


Article 75. aw No 10/1968 on the Administration of the Housing Supply and the Reg- 
ulation of Relations Between Landlords and Tenants is repealed, 
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ROP ANIAN HONORS COD PRED OW SO TET YP TLTTARY MEN 
Bucharest BILETINU!. OFICIAL in Romanian Part I Yo 117, 27 Dee FO pp 183 


— Decrer No °19 on Awards of the Medal of Military Merit to Some Marshals, 
norals, Admirals and C-ficers in the Armed Forces of the USSR7 


[Text/ For the contribution to strengthened friendshij; between the Arry of the Soci- 
alist Republic of Rurania and the Arned Forces of the USSR, on the 25th Anniversary 
of the Warsaw Pact the president of the Socialist Republic of Rorania hereby decrees: 


Sole Article, The |'edal of |ilitary Perit First Class is hereby aw.scled to the fol- 
lowing comrades: 


Vareha) of the Soviet Union “ikolay Vasil'yevich Oparkov 
barshal of the Sovict '"nion Viktor Seorgiyevich Kulikov 
Arry “eneral Aleksey \lexseyevich Yepishev 

varshal of the Soviet  nion Sergey Leonidovich Sokolov 
Army Yenere) Viadi: ir Fecdorovich Tolubko 

Army General Ivan ‘ri-or'yevich Pavlovakiy 

Marshal of Aviation Alexsandr Tvanovich Koldunov 

Chief Marshal of Aviation Pavel Stepanovich Kutaxhov 
Adriral of the Fleet of the Soviet Unior Sergey Georgiyevich Jorshkov 
Marshal of the Soviet "nion Kirill Semenovich Moskalenko 
Arry “eneral Semen onstantinovich ‘urkotrin 

Parshal of Signal Troope ‘“ikolay "Yikolayevich Alekseyev 
Colone] Yeneral ‘nrinecr ‘ikolay Tedorovich Shestopalov 
Colonel “eneral Snrineer “‘taliy Yikhaylovich Shabanov 
Army Seneral Aleksondr Terent'vevich Altunin 

Army “erera! Ivan ikolayevich Shkadov 

Arry “eneral Anatoliy 'vanovich Jribkov 

Colonel ceneral of Aviation. Viedinir “ikitovich Abramov 
Bajor (jenerai Fng.ncer ‘eveeniy Ivanovich avtonomov 
Colonel] Yedical Service ‘alentir | vanovich Artamonov 
Colonel “eneral Servey Andreyevich Pcbilev 

Colonel Viktor Ti nonevich *1lyakov 

Colonel Enrineer Spartak Yemelianovich Surtsev 

Solonel .ikolay Nivnclayevich Butorin 

Arry ‘eneral Semen ietrovich Vasyagin 

‘olonel General of Aviation Vladimir Ivanovich Voronov 
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Colonel Preineer Tgor'Serpeyevieh Vykhodtsev 
Colonel Griporiy Urivoriyevich Setmanskly 

Golonel Viadimir Georgiyevich Slavolevakly 

Golone) Genera] Vladimir Andreyevich Goncharov 
Colenel Seneral of artillery Leonid !'ikhaylovich doncharov 
“olonel Seneral of Aviation Sergey Dmitriyevich Gorelov 
Solonel “iktor Griporiyevieh Sorlenko 

Colone] Yevgeniy Mivhaylovich Gorokhov 

Colonel Oeneral Petr Andreyevich Sorchakov 

Colonel Seneral “ladimir \leksandrovich Grekov 
Colonel Vladimir Grivsortyevich Grishin 

Gaptain let Rank Alecsancr \ikanorovich Danilin 
Colonel "ngineer Nikolay Aleksarirovich Dmitriyev 
Colone) Engineer Yevreniy Onitriyevich Doroshenko 
‘Lieutenant General ivan |'aksimovich Yeremeyev 
Colone] General Ivan Dritriyevich Yershov 

Colonel Nikolay Andreyevich Zhadobin 

Lieutenant General Pavel Andreyevich 7hilin 
Selonel General Aleksandr Mixhaylovich Zvartsev 
Lieutenant Generel Iyor' Vyacheslavovich Tllarionov 
Major Seneral ‘asiliy Seorgiyevich Xavkayev 

Major Seneral Engineer Sennadiy Nikolayevich Karev 
Colonel Vasiliy likhaylovich Katerinich 

Colonel Anatoliy Senenovich “ozin 

Captain lst Rank Valentin Antonovich Kolinko 
Lieutenant Colonel Andrey Stepanovich Forolevskiy 
Yajor “eneral Mikhayl Nikolayevich Kryakin 
Lieutenant Genera] Aleksey Vasil'yevich Kulakov 
Lieutenant Jeneral ‘onstantin Yakovlevich Kurochkin 
Ma lor General of Aviation Aleksandr } ikhaylovich Kuchumov 
Colonel Engineer Konstantin Tedorovich Levehuk 
Colonel Enpineer “isdimir Yefinovich Litvinenko 
Colonel Seorgiy Aleksandrovich Luzhin 

ZMaptain lst Rank Timofey Sergeyevich ‘“anayenkov 
Major “eneral of Justice Yurly Antonovich Mityuk 
Colonel Seneral of iviation Tvan Mikhaylovich Moroz 
Mator Ceneral ‘ike’. Tvanovich Pavlenko 

Solonel Svineer Vasiliy “Nikitovich Paramonov 
Marshal of Aviation /leksandr *vanovich Pokryshkin 
Colonel ®ngineer Boris ‘asil'yevich Pomkhin 
Colonel Engineer Fe ior Tosifovich Prozora 

larahal of Aviation ‘van Ivanovich Pstygo 

Yolonel En ireer Yevreniy Pavlovich Rybakov 

Culonel Grigoriy OSavrilovich Romanov 

Colone] Anatoliy axsimovich Savenkov 

Colonel Yuriy Xonstantinovich Sivalev 

Major General Ivan Ivanovich Sidelnikov 

Solonel Pavel T* anvovich Sidorov 

Colonel Seneral of Aviation Nikolay Mikhaylovich Skomorokhov 
Colonel Engineer Vosiliy Afanas'yevich Smeyanov 
Adriral of the Fleet Nikolay Ivanovich Smirnov 
Admiral Aleksey Ivanovich Sorokir 

Lieutenant General [ror' mitriyench Stopnikov 
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Captain ist Rank Dimitriy Mikha, Llovich Terent'yev 

Colone] Arkadiy Afaras'yevioh Tirorin 

Captain ?nd wank Leonid Yakovlevieh Titev 

Golonel Engineer Anatolly Serreyevieh Tokarev 

YViee Admiral Engincer Svet Savviech Turunov 

Major Seneral Petr ,etrovich |'varov 

Colonel] Yevgeniy Aleksandrovich |'dovichenko 

Solonel Aleksandr Ceorgiyevich 'lsanov 

Captain lst Rank Aleksey Antonovich Filimonov 

Colonel] “eneral Eng‘ neer Vasiliy Vasil'yevich Filippov 
Colonel] ‘ntendance Jervice Anatoliy Semenovich Khryapin 
Lieutenant Seneral of Aviation ‘ikolay Andreyevich Tsimbal 
General Mator Nikolay VYasil'tyevich Cherednichenko 

Colone! WVikhayl Grirortyevich Shalayevskiy 

Major General Medic:! Service Yully Seorgiyevich Shaposhnikov 
Lieutenant Jeneral © Aviation Vladimir Aleksandrovich Shatalov 
Colonel Intenlance “ervice Nikolay Andreyevich Shevlyakov 
Captain let Rank Jicr Nikolayevich JShirokov 

Colonel Engineer Auris likhaylovich Shmelev 

Golonel Engineer Yuriy likhaylovich Shiryayev 


Nicolae Ceausescu 
President of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
Rucharest 
No 719 of 1960 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


KOSOVO PAPER INTERVIEWS ALBANIAN WRITER KADARE 
Pristina RILINDJA in Albanian UbDee 80, 1l=2 Jan 81 p 17 


[Exclusive Interview with Albanian writer lemail Kadare by Mehmet Kraja, RILINDJA 
editor: "The Literature Which Stays Outeide Its Time is Not Understandable] 


[Text] Some time ago, the well-known writer lemail Kadare 
visited Kosovo for a few days. On this occasion, he 

met with many artistic and cultural workers and with many 
readers: This was the first time that this writer was among 
a public that reads, values and appreciates his work. 


On this occasion, Lemail Kadare gave the following exclusive 
interview to RILINDJA. 


[Question] Comrade [email, we will begin this interview with poetry, because, 

it is in this genre that you first gained recognition for yourself as a writer. |! 
have the impression that first you composed many themes and ideas into poetr; 

on the other hand, it seems that the relationship between prose and poetry in 
your work is more complex than it seems at first. I take the liberty of saying 
that in your work, it seems, that the clear-cut distinctions between these two 
genres are nullified. What do you think about this? 


[Anewer] What you say is true; I have treated many themes first in poetry and 
later in prose. I believe that this is a natural thing for a writer; at least, 
this is how it seems to me. There are many who portray their thc ses first in 
poetry, in short stories and in reportage; it is not important where; the 
important thing ie that we portray them somewhere, because, everything requires a 
depiction of something seen somewhere, even [depicted] in a simple social conver- 
sation. For its qualities, poetry has been more preferable for me. I would say 
that for the Albanian writers, born and reared in a developed poetic climate, 
poe’ ry is more suitable to take a vanguard role than other literary genes. I 
think that, in general, it is Like this. The most reliable artistic structures 
are those which rely on poetry. Literature, which tries to exclude poetry, 
(unfortunately this often occurs nowadays, especially, in modern trends), or 
which tries to replace it with all kinds of doubtful mixtures, is questionable. 

I think that Thomas Mann's idea about the unity of the genres is correct. 











Poetry is one of the natural faculties of man and ite detachment from art isa not 
only harmful, but, above all, also impossible, 


We, Albanian writers, who have 4 poetic treasure, especially, an oral one, still 
not properly utilized, we are really privileged to be able to do research, 
however technical, first of all, within this treasure, without any necessity at 
all to run about in foreign and faraway laboratories which, unfortunately, are 
often sterile despite their sophisticated appearance. 1 want to add here that 
the first great laboratories of art, where the whole world has learned and 
continues to learn, were built precisely i: the Balkan land in which we live. 


[Question] A question about the poetry being created today in Albania. Sometimes, 
the following opinion has been expressed: here we have not so rapid a change of 
generations, that thie poetry ie etill Linked with the names that appeared in 

the 1960's. On the other hand, there ie a generation of poets, born and 

recognized since then. (N. Gjetja, S. Mato, M. Zeqo, XH. Spahiu and others). 

Can you express an opinion about the poetry of this creative generation and about 
the poetry which, in general, is being created in Albania today? 


{[Anewer] I believe that poetic generations do not change as quickly as we think. 


Moreover, the work of one generation is not simply a matter of age. The poets 
that you mentioned, together with a number of other young poets, are very good 
writers; they are fresh; and the fact, as you say, that we do net have such a 
rapid change [seen] in generations, and that these poets are linked to che poetry 
of the 1960's, as the latter was linked with the previous poetry. { call this a 
positive thing. 


[Question] Let us pass to prose. Critics and readers have observed that history 
is present in your work not as a chronology of events, but as a synthetized 
experience. Through this work, how and to what extent does your work relate 

to the present day?’ 


|Answer|] I think that the literature which stands outside its time, even when 
dealing with history, that is with another period, would be incomprehensible. 
Art is the product of its time, regardless of the depth from which it draws its 
subject matter. It is the vision of your time which you are determining, be it 
even in the deepest abyss; it is its vantage point, world view and its illumina- 
tion. 


[Question] The relationship between the past and the present becomes clearer in 
the novel "The Fortress" and in the trilogy “The Bridge with Three Arches." Here 
and in the last novel “The Twilight of the Gods of the Steppe," the critics say, 
the third arch of the symbolic bridge of the national resistance is inserted. 

Do you think that this is one of the points where a pillar of history has been 
inserted? 


[Answer}) The third arch of a symbolic bridge? To tell you the truth, I have not 
thought about this, I could have described a bridge with five arches and the 
work and its meaning would have still been the same. I am of the opinion that 
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the symbolic interpretation of literary works is often a forced matter, Nowhere 
is our national resistance represented in three stages, periods, bridge arches or 
whatever, In thie trilogy simply three periods of Albanian Life are represented; 
ae 4 matter of fact, to be more exact, there are four periods, if we count the 
intert: period, 


[Question] At times, literary critice have emphasized that your novels are 
written on Albania's relationship to the world and that here, a continuing conflict 
is created, a conflict that is repeated through time. Do you think that foreign 
readers will correctly understand this relationship? 


[Anewer] This ie artietic material, not fabricated; I found it in the history 
of the country. It is not very important whether foreign readers correctly 
understand it or not. It is important that it is correctly portrayed. If this 
is done, then, there will alwave be people who will understand it. 


[Question] In your works, you often repeat the events of the time. Do you think 
that greater distance is needed before a writer can give his artistic judgment on 
them? 


{[Anewer} 1 think that this depends on the event. However, we must say here 
that it is not material time alone that constitutes distance. 


[Question] In this connection, do you think that a writer should create distance 
in regard to politice? 


{Answer] I believe that any so-called distance in regard to politics is nothing 
else but a kind of politics. 


{Question} Your style of writing prose has often been mentioned. There were 
varied reactions from the beginning when "The General of the Dead Army" was 
published. What influence does critical thought have on perfecting your method? 


[Answer] Of course, social thought plavs an important role in the creative 
process. Those writers, who declare thac they are indifferent to this thought 
either lack sincerity or sre following an artistic path with insincere aims. 
In regard to criticism, 1 think that, first of all, it depends on whether it 
will be a part of this social thought or not. As such, it will ..s80 play its 
role. 


[Question] With regard to the method, I have another question: the method of 
socialist realism has often brought stereotypes and triteness to literature. 
This does not occur in your work, What do you think about this? 


[Answer] This is 4» question which, somehow, is always asked in interviews with 
the writers who use socialist realism. As such, it can really be called a 
stereotyped question. You must excuse me, I did not say this in any bad sense. 


Have the writers of socialist realism created stereotypes and triteness’ | wil! 
answer simply: yes, they have, Of course, they have, We would be idealists if 
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we pretended that it were different. This has alwaye occurred and this will 
always occur; every artiatic method, every vital artiatic method aleo creates its 
stereotypes along with its values. This is a natural thing. 


What is not correct is when one speaks about cliches and triteness and attributing 
them to socialist realism alone. This is not so at ali. Socialist realiam is 

not yet one century old, while literary cliches and triteness are as old as tne 
world. In comparison with socialist realism, bourgeois literature and ite 

various schools have created dozens and hundreds of times more stereotypes and 
triteness. Moreover, | would say, that some stereotyped forms that continue 

to live in the literature of the writers ot socialist realiem are, unfortunately, 
borrowed from bourgeois literature. 


To come back to cliches: are there not a few cliches and triteness in the 
romantic movement in Europe, in sentimentalism, and even in critical realism, the 
glory of bourgeois literature? Moreover, where does one get the right to 
represent socialist realism only by its poor writers? There have always been and 
there will always be writers with limited capacities, but literary methods have 
never been identified with them. A philosopher has said that the speed of a fleet 
is equal to the speed of the slowest vessel; but, in literature, it is not so--on 
the contrary. It must not be forgotten here that two of the greatest writers 

of our century, Mayakovaki and Brecht, were produced by socialist realism. 


[Question] In one essay about heroic songs you said that on many occasions in 
our national life these have kept our freedom-loving spirit high and that they 
have played a mobilizing role. Is it possible for the literature to have such a 
role today? 


[Answer] Without any doubt. Not only can it have this role, but it must also 
have it. 


[Question] In your conversation at RILINDJA, you evaluated Albanian literature, 
within the framework of the Balkans and Europe. Could you tell us something more 
about this. In your view, are our literary treasures underestimated? 


[Answer] As I said in my meetings with "RILINDJA," I have a great respect for 
Albanian literature and, I believe, this is not the result of naive exaltation. 

1 believe that those who underestimate this literature, and there are such people, 
either do not know it or are prompted by suspicious calculations. It is neither 
the place nor the opportunity here to summarize the values of this literature; 
however, I would like to mention some of its points, starting with the oral 
literary heritage which does not lack anything; on the contrary, I am convinced 
that it surpasses the oral literature of the major peoples of Europe, (one must 
not forget that here a part of this treasure, for example, the cycle of the 
Northern epoch poetry, is one step removed from the structure of the novel). To 
continue, I would say that writers, such as, Barleti and Bogdani, in regard to 

the poetry of the Middle Age were on the average level of European literature 

of the age; and the fact that they were published and circulated freely in 

Europe is a proof of their level. In regard to De Rada, whose novel "Milosao" was 
published in the same year as "Evgeniy Onegin" was published in Russia, I do not 
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believe that there was a poet in the Balkana at the time who was more complete 
than him; moreover, | would add that the European poets of his time would have 
envied him for his amazing freshness, 


Also, jumping over to our century, such a Pleiad as Noli, Migheni and Poradeci, 
emerging within a 25-year period, is a rare group for any literature, And, we 
are still in the pre=Liberation period; after thie period, comes the broad and 
complete development of the new Albanian literature, the achievements of which 
are incontestable. 


To exaggerate the values of one's literature is, certainly, a worthless thing, 
even harmful; but, to close one's eyes in the face of its, is savagely unjust 
and cynical, I would say. 


[Question] In the conversation which our writers have had with you, one has 

the impression that you are carefully monitoring what is being written in 

Kosovo today. How much of this is offered to the Albanian reader and what is the 
opinion about it? 


{|Anewer] Albanian literature written in Kosovo has been made known and is being 
made known more and more in Albania. And here I do not mean to established 
circles of literary people and intellectuals alone, but also to the broad mass 

of readers, starting with the readers in the capital and other cities down to the 
most remote areas. Our readers await with particular interest, curiosity and 
warmth the work of Kosovo writers. Hunderds of thousands of copies of books by 
Kosovo authors are circulating in Albania. In the magazine "Les lettres 
Albanaises," which we publish in French for foreign readers, there are authors 
from Kosovo in almost every issue. 


[Question] There is an Albanian Literature, regardless where it is created. In 
some cases, in some texts or in some theoretical and literary writing this 

fact ts not reinforced; thus, it is not also present in the literature, created 
in Kosovo, There is no reference to it. Of course, you have your own opinion 
about it. What is your opinion? 


[Answer] You said it well, [this is true] in some cases. The main thing is what 
I said above. 


[Question] If you allow me, I would insist that you express a concrete thought 
about the prose, poetry and literary criticism that is written here [in 
Yugoslavia]... 


[Answer] I follow-up with particular interest all your work: your prose, poetry 
and literary criticism and research. Not only do I like the work, but I also 
evaluate it and profit from its best part. Your creative satisfactions are, at 
the same time, our satisfactions. 


As you are asking for a more concrete opinion, before I try to give you such an 
opinion, I want to tell you that, although, I follow the development of literature 
written in Kosovo, T still do not know it so well that I would not make an 
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involuntary mistake in its evaluation. I have the impression that in the past 
years, poetry and critical-analytical thoughe have developed more and more 
enthusiastically, abandoning some previous shortcomings and deficiencies, such 
as the unnecessary closing-up in shelis, the narrow worlds and obscurity as a 
criterion and style. Also, prose is successtully overcoming a certain surface 
coloring, a certain ornamentation, [| wouid deseribe thie as an oriental and 
Islamic ornamentation which becomes a burden Lo the prose, especially, when it 
is accompanied by a sophisticated technology. It is true that the drama of our 
people is historically mixed with the Turko-Islamic world; however, while 
reflecting also this reality, we always remain the writers of another world, of 
another shore. Being Liberated from this useless ornamentation, your prose is 
breathing with more and more vitality and fr eas. I profit from this occasion 
to wish all the best to my comrade writers of Kosovo. 


[Question] During your stay in Kosovo, you had contacts with literary writers, 
intellectuals and, later, with many readers. With what impression are you leaving 
the country? 


[Answer] I am leaving with the most beautiful impressions. I am taking with me 
a very great richness, for which I thank you. 


9150 
cso: 2100 
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YUGOSLAV LA 


CROATIAN VETERANS ORGAN CITES ABUSES REGARDING BENEFITS 
Zagreb VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 15 Mar 81 p 4 


{Article by Milan Jaksic: "Some People Went Off To Join the Partisans--Even After 
the War!" 


[Text] If people continue to issue irresponsible statements about the participa- 
tion of others in the NOB [National Liberation Struggle], said one of the partici- 
pants in the recent debate in a meeting of the Presidium of SUBNOR [Federation of 
Associations of Veterans of the National Liberation War] of Croatia--and if such 
testimony continues to be accepted uncritically, we will soon have more veterans 
than actually existed at the end of the war. 


This was the comment made on the excessive and frequently unfounded applications 
for veterans’ pensions or disability benefits. 


This topic has been put on the agenda of the veterans’ organization in our republic 
for several reasons. Some we might refer to succinctly as stabilization reasons, 
i.e., veterans of the war are in favor of more optimum behavior in society. 


They proceed on the assertion that society has always been very concerned about war 
veterans. Participation in the NOB actually has no price which could be expressed 
in money. Our society has always given the maximum it was able to give for old-age 
and disability pensions of veterans of the NOR [National Liberation War], and so 
the war veterans, aware of the strain on budgetary appropriations, have very often 
taken a critical view of any mismanagement. 


Password for Late Fntrance 


What sort of negative manifestations are we specifically talking about? What has 
happened is that false statements have been made about participation in the NOB and 
on that basis individuals have acquired certain rights even though during the war 
they didn't even smell gunpowder. However, the number of such applications in- 
creased particularly after 1976, when amendments were made in the law on Basic 
Rights of Veterans of the NOR Under Old-Age and Disability Insurance. It was felt 
that many war veterans, either because they were uninformed or for other reasons, 
had not acquired the rights te which they were entitled, and the amendments in that 
law offered them an opportunity to acquire them subsequently. What happened after 
that? 
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The statements of witnesses figure as the key evidence of participation in the NOB, 
but for many people they have served as a password for late entry into the parti- 
sans. The date of Italy's capitulation, 9 September 1943, is again becoming rele- 
vant. All of a sudden it has turned out that the greatest number of the applicante 
submitting subsequent petitions refer to days, months and years before Italy's ca- 
pitulation, and this has become doubtful because there are so many. 


Being "Informed" and Being Uninformed 


It is nevertheless likely, even after this effort was made, that in out-of-the-way 
villages there do remain quite a few deserving people who do not have the right in- 
formation about veterans’ rights or who do not need to respond with a petition for 
subsequent recognition of their period of time as veterans, which could bring them 
a pension. Mostly these are elderly people whose houses were always a safe refuge 
for partisans during the war, people who took food from their own mouths for the 
partisans, people who led them through cracks in the enemy cordon, and who shared 
the good and the bad with the National Liberation Army. 


The veterans’ organization is now by and large clear in its position that not enou 
enough thought was given to all the repercussions of these legal amendments, the 
consequences particularly. That is, that at one time it was difficult to persuade 
individuals to apply for a veteran's pension and similar rights, and even informing 
them about their rights was not enough, today it seems that is the least problem. 


Irresponsible Test imony 


Since 1976 there have been in Croatia 24,333 petitions for subsequent recognition 
of veterans’ rights in Croatia, 11,453 were granted, and 75 percent of them con- 
cerned participation in the NOB before 9 September 1943. 


As we see, the figures are not really small. However, however difficult it may be 
to cast suspicion on them without evidence, this number of people 35 years after 
the end of the war does nevertheless cause doubt. Especially when we are familiar 
with that portion of the debate in the Presidium of SUBNOR of Croatia which refer- 
red to abuses or superficial work done by some of the veterans’ institutions re- 
sponsible for taking that testimony. 


That is, it was emphasized in the debate that statements on participation in the 
NOR are sometimes made irresponsibly, and veterans’ rights are even acquired by 
people who were in the ranks of the enemy during the war. Attention has even been 
called to cases in which individuals who were wounded by a partisan bullet in an 
enemy bunker received benefits as disabled veterans. 


Superficial Committees 
If we add to this the data on the work of the veterans’ committees and commissions 
responsible for realization of the rights of veterans of the NOR, then one can un- 


derstand why the veterans’ organization is upset. 


Some opstinas (or opstina committees and commissions), that is, ruled favorably on 
between 20 and 25 percent of the applications submitted during that period, while 
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some went even as high as 80 percent, Were the latter more zealous than the former, 
or were they more generous--that is a question we will not take up, By and large it 
turns out that just as one should not put much faith in statements made by certain 
individuals, so one should also be doubtful that these institutions have done their 
work responsibly. It follows that something should be done immediately in order to 
correct such anomalies. 


Renewal of Proceedings 


Proposals have been made as to what shou ¢« e done at this point. There has been 
taik, say, that we should change the cri «) a, that individuals should be penalized 
publicly, and so on, all the way to demai. for review of proceedings, at least 
that portion from 1976 to the present time, 


This latter proposal is indeed the most logical, but it seems that it is difficult 
to carry out, since, it has been said, renewal of proceedings would cost society 
more than the total amount of all the old-age and disability pensions in question. 
In this case, then, it is difficult to straighten out the crooked Drina. 


That is why the proposals of the Presidium of SUBNOR of Croatia are not definitive. 
Perhaps some new and better ones will soon emerge; perhaps the very next meeting 
will offer better solutions, but review should not be abandoned. That is, the sta- 
tus of a veteran of the NOR and the honor and dignity of those who fought for the 
country's freedom--are beyond price. Neither the veterans’ organization nor soci- 
ety should allow individuals to cast even the smallest shadow on an exemplary orga- 
nization. Indeed, a particular effort should be made to establish the responsibil- 
ity of those who have given false testimony or those who have been so presumptuous 
as to seek what they are not entitled to. 


7045 
CSO: 2800 END 
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